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MARCIA L. BEASLEY LEADS COMMUNITY TO OBTAIN NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

INTRODUCTION: 7 _ -

This application beafs evidence of the didicatioﬁ toléhercontinuing challenge
of reclaiming and preserving historic sites py Marcia L. Beasley, @ menber of
the Floral City Garden Club since 1982 and a vice president in the club since
1989 (p.6). Ms. Beasley is well known in Floral City as well as through out
citrus County, Florida for her leadership in both the Floral City Garden Club
and the Citrus County Historical Society, Inc. while president of the
Historical Soc., she also served for five and a half years as Horticulture

Division Director of the Citrus County Fair, chairing six Standard Flower-

Shows .

BACKGROUND:

A county-wide historical site survey completed n 1987 for Citrus County,
Florida (population 1980: 50,000, 1990: 100,000), recommended that
properties in the unincorporated village of Floral City (population: 2,600)
would be eligible for a national historic district. This survey had been
recommended by Marcia L. Beasley a member of the Floral City Garden Club,
while she was also president and then (volunteer) administrator for the
Citrus County Historical Soc.. Inc. (1984-1987). She assisted the county
in preparing the state historic preservation grant-in-aid application
which resulted in funds for the survey. This was at a time when no
buildings and only four sites in the county were on the National Register
of Historic Places. During this same period, she wrote an application

and received funding for a state historic preservation grant-in-aid for

a self-guided tour brochure for historic puildings in Crystal River (an
incorporated town in Citrus County). In 1988 she wrote the job description
and justification which resulted in the Board of County Commissioners
hiring a full time Historic Resources Officer (HRO) the following year.
Citrus County is one of only three counties of 67 in the state that have

a HRO.

Although the State suggested that the County could proceed with an
application for National Register of Historic Places designation, Ms.
Beasley being familiar with the Floral City community through her community
gardening work, convinced the HRO that the application should come from




the aaununiﬁy itself; that the érasé roots interest in historic preservation
could be increased through educaﬁion'and that a logical start would be

a self-guided tour booklet emphasizing. the historic architecture of Floral
City. o

OBJECTIVES: ”

Therefore; the objectives where established: the application for the
National Register of Historic Places should came from the community itself
and that the level of historic preservation awareness could be increased
through a self-guided tour booklet, window displays, publicity, information
folders to involved property owners and public meetings.

ACTTON:

A state historic preservation grant-in-aid application was written with
Ms. Beasley's assistance and was awarded (p. 7). Ms. Beasley was given
the task of researchihg, developing and printing the booklet. "A Guide
To Floral City Historic Architecture" was presented to the community at
the first Floral City Heritage Days in November 1991 (p. 8). 1In fact

the event's name was suggested by Ms. Beasley to pramote historic
preservation in Floral City. The owner of the 01d Commercial Hotel gave
space in an attached building for development of the booklet and for
rotating window displays (p. 9).

A historic home owner said that if Ms. Beasley would call a meeting they
would come. The first public meeting was called by Ms. Beasley in May
1992. Those in attendance enthusiastically agreed that they wanted to
apply for national listing and that they wanted to earﬁ the money to hire
a consultant to prepare and present the application as recommended by

the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Ms. Beasley contacted thé consultant who conducted the county-wide survey
and a contract was approved. She initiated publicity for the project
(p.10) and the project continued to receive excellent press. Meanwhile,
residents donated items for resale and the first fund raisers began. (p.
11). At Ms.Beasley's suggestion, the group adopted a sales program of

tee-shirts featuring Floral City's famous "Avenue of Oaks" (cover) .




By September 1992 the name Floral City Heritage Council was given to
this hlstorlc preservatlon camnittee of the Citrus County Historical Soc.
~and Ms. Beasley continued as chairman. In December 1992, historic home
owners opened their doors and Citrus County experienced its first Tour
of Historic Homes (p.1l). These tours have been given for three years
and have raised $4,8000 for historic preservation. Ms. Beasley organized
these tours to include producing the tour booklets and scheduling the
costumed host/hostesses.

As the appllcatlon was compiled by the consultant, Ms. Beasley drafted

the map outlining the shape and location of each building in Floral City.
She gave this to the county planning department to place in their computer.
This was the first community in the county to have such a map and it

will be of exceptlonal value to the county in the future.

In support of the application she solicited numerous letters of support

to accompany the application. When the application was presented to the
State National Register Review Committee in Tallahassee, Ms. Beasley
accompanied local residents for the presentation and all were on hand

when the application became a nomination on its way to the National Register
(p. 14-15).

RESULTS:

On December 1, 1993, Floral City Historic District was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places (p. 15-16). Ms. Beasley assured that fund raising
efforts continued for the purchase of the historic markers while planning a
celebration dinner and a dedication ceremony. The dinner and ceremony were
held on 16 and 17 April, 1994 (p. 17-21). Members of the Heritage Council
thanked Ms. Beasley with an orchid corsage, a dozen red roses and an antique,

cut-glass serving plate (p. 21).

Since this event, Marcia L. Beasley had continued leading the community in
historic preservation projects: the annual Folklife/Living History Day.,

plans to reconstruct the railroad depot as a trail head on the Rails-To-Trail
area and forming a coammunity-wide enhancement and maintenance comittee with
emphisis on the care of the historic live oaks that formed the basis of the
Floral City Historic District.
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Historic community
digs up its roots

o

Brochure to mark significant sites

_ By Brad Bennett other historical memorabilia will not be
Staff writer the focus.
. Cole came to the Citrus County His-
The state, the county and Floral City torical Resources office last week to
residents have joined forces to draﬁ a monitor the progress of the county and
brochure that marks the Floral City ar- its volunteers, to make sure the budget-
. ea’s hismrical Sites. . ary paperwork was correct and to de_
. The county and state will split the termine how many historical sites re-
. $4,000 cost of the brochure. Volunteers  main in Floral City.
" from Floral City will also help Citrus .
' County prepare the indexes that will al- The county completed a survey in
" Jow motorists to visit each of the histor- November 1987 that revealed a signifi- .
ic sites. cant number of historical sites in the s
 “We feel it is the best way to educate towmn
them about their heritage,” said Vicki “It’s the only unincorporated.area
Cole, a planner with the state Bureau of that has a high enough concentration to
Historic Preservation. be a registered historic district,” she
The brochure tour will focus on said. No other unincorporated area in
buildings and archeological sites that the county, she said, has as many histor-
predate 1941, she said. Folklore and ic sites close enough together to be con-

sidered a historic district. Debra Scott, manager of Citrus Coun-
Floral City may be eligible for the ty Historical Resources, said her office.
prestigious National Register of Histor- is ready to move ahead with the bro- .
ic Places, she said. Residents and the churenow. . . . L
county want to first educate those who ~ “We have all the chronology checked .
live in the city before applying for the out” she said, That includes dates of ']
Register, which the U.S. Department of buildings and sites listed in the county.
the Interior prepares. survey,shesaid. " . LT
The Register lists the historically sig- T
nificant sites and properties throughout coﬁ‘;lzdge:agﬁt:;et :v:u;c!l‘:l a‘oel ‘(l::gtz
the country. It provides no restrictions 1 cuners of these historic sites were "

over privately-owned property and its . 4 . . :
" g - . pass that information on to the cur- «
demolition or unsuitable alterations 0 ...¢ owners. . ... . ¢ ¢ .

buildings listed in it e
But first things first, says Marcia Bea- “This will also aid real estate busi-
sley, a volunteer with the historical so- nesses.” she said, “because it's quite &
ciety and a Floral City resident. “We nice marketing tool™: > 1S )
need to get the people involved and it's Ms. Cole has Jooked into
obvious homeowners are getting in- tion of historical sites in fnvern
volved because there is much restora- Fighific
~ tion work occurring on Orange Ave-
nue,” she said. = -

e
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Learn that Floral City is not just a wide
spot in the road on the way to Inverness,
but a tightly bound community devoted to
its history and its future and throbbing
with a vibrancy that cities 50 times its size
spend millions of private and tax dollars
trying to duplicate.

Except for Ferris Groves, I always had
thought of Floral City as the home of a
convenience store, a lawn mower dealer-
ship and a bar that once (really) had the
fascinating name The This Here Is The
Floral City Bar and Grill. (Try to explain

that one to directory assistance some

time.)

But Marcia Beasley, an extremely ac-
tive volunteer with the Floral City Histor-

"ic Preservation Committee of the Citrus

County Historical Society, was more than
happy to take me on a tour of the historical
buildings and sites that Floral City resi-
dents are very serious about preserving.
“Sleepy Floral City is waking up,” she

OFF/BEAT
JAN
GLIDEWELL

said, quoting her group’s slogan, “togeth-
er.”
Being unincorporated, and therefore

without the benefit (or burden) of a city

- government, Floral City residents tend to

get together only when they have a specif-
ic purpose, when they want to, as opposed
to when they have to, and the results are
almost always beneficial. .

A few years back it was the Strawber-
ry Festival (an ongoing and sqccessful
event) that I visited with the full intent of
ridiculing because of the nerve displayed
by a tiny rural city taking the same name
for an event as that used in Hll.lsborough
County. I wound up reveling instead of

. ridiculing.

In 1987 a historical survey was done,
followed by the production of a guide to
the area’s historical architecture grovxded
by the Citrus County Commission's Office

. of Historical Resources in 1991.

Floral City a

¢

i
|
- Marcia Beasley says the area is waking up

under dust of its past

diamond

Times photo — BOB MORELAND
to historic preservation.



By Marcia Beasley
Lake Life Correspondent

.. A public meeting will be hosted

by the Floral City Historic Pres-
ervation Committee of the Citrus
County Historical Society, Inc.
concerning application to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places
for listing as a historic district.
The meeting will be held on Mon-
day, July 20, at 7 p.m. in the Flo-
ral City Community Building -

Ms. Murray Laurie, consultant
for the 1987 Citrus County Archi-
tectural and Historical Site Sur-
vey, will be completing the appli-
cation. Ms. Laurie will be present
at the July meeting to discuss

with the community the applica- -

tion requirements. In addition to

Poge 124 Lake i Wednesdy, Jo 1992

COMMUNITY NEWS

= e

SRR

FLORAL CITY HISTO

NG

_ conducting numerous site sur-
veys and individual listing appli-
cations for the National Register,
Ms Laurie has succeeded in list-
ing both Newberry, Florida and
High Springs, Florida on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places
as historic districts. The experi-
ences gained by these applica-
§i0n5 will be shared at the meet-
ing .-

One way in which the commu-
nity can greatly assist in the qual-
ity of the application is with lo-
cating historical photos of Floral
City. Once a photo which is im-
portant to the application is lo-
cated, it can be rephotographed

{will be no chance of loss. Photos

Historic preservation topic of meeting

RIC PRESERVATION

- which are 50 years or older and -
are of the railroad depot, busi-
nesses, street scenes, steamboat
landing, Orange State canal and
hguses, churches, schools, ete. .
will be of benefit Please bring
them to the meeting or call 726
7740 with a description. .

The National Register of His-
toric Places is a listing of dis-
tricts, sites, building, structures,
and objects significant to the his-
tory, architecture, archaeology,
engineering and culture of the
nation, state, or community and”
which are worthy of preservation.

The Register is maintained by
the U.S. Department of the Interi-

Please see TOPIC, Page 13

lin the owner’s presence so there

“

.

TOPIC

continued from Page 12

or, a federal agency. Although it
provides no protection against
private demolition or unsuitable
alterations, some protection from
adverse federal actions is provid-

ty for certain federal tax benefits,
such as the investment tax credit
for rehabilitation of income-pro-
ducing buildings and the charita-
ble deduction for donation of
easements; as well as, qualifica-
tion for federal preservation
grants when funding is available.
The proposed historical district
falls within the following bound-
aries: north to Washington Street,
east to the Orange State Canal,
south past Tower Trail, and west
to Bedford Road. It contains 44
sites and buildings in addition to
16 background buildings. As stat-
ed in the 1987 Citrus County Ar-
chitectural and Historical Sur-
vey, “Floral City seems to possess
the conditions and criteria neces-
sary to propose that it be nomi-
' nated to the National Register of
Historic Places as a historic dis-
“trict. Historic district eligibility

would encourage owners to reha-

ed. Benefits also include eligibili-

 bilitate properties, using federal
tax incentives.” The National
. Trust for Historic Preservation
' states a good reason to rehabili-
| tate properties: “Some of the
' 'most important benefits to soci-
| ety from preserving and adapting
| our built environment are eco-
. nomic: providing jobs, stimulat-
j ing business activify, revitalizing
 downtown areas. These are not
" the only economic benefits that
come from historic preservation,
nor will such benefits accrue in
every preservation or adaptive
use project. They have simply
been demonstrated to repeatedly
occur in the past.” '

- The previous two meetings
have demonstrated that historic
home owners in Floral City are
eager to take advantage of these
economic benefits while main-
taining the rural and historic
charm rapidly disappearing in
Florida. For further information
about the meeting, the historic
district or the historic photos
‘please call 726-7740 and leave
your name and phone number.
b—




'mmmmm' ‘Booth at March 1994 Floral City Strawberry Festival

wheretee—sh:.rts, totes, etc. and Pickle-on-a-stick were sold.
TOP Rm Fu:st Flea !hrket held.

PHOTO

PHOTO CENTER LEFT: "Ave.nue of Oaks"
tee—shu‘t available in 14 colors and sizes. BOTTOM: First Historic o
Hane 'lmr Tlcket

HERITAGE DAYS
FLORAL CITY, FLORIDA
DECEMBER 5§, 1992
10 AM to 4 PM
ADMIT ONE

$5.00 donation prior to tour date
$7.00 donation day of tour
f— Children under 12 enter free
! CHECKS PAYABLE TO "CCHS (FCHC)"
}

(Floral Ciy Hentage Counctdy

O
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fuctible contribution o the extent ot the faw - Procecds w 11 be used to prepr 1:\; ”u %al:.»;ﬁh;‘u«

~mal Register of Historic Places fora F Floral City historic district. Contacts 726-7 48
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Propos;d location
of historic district In
Floral City.

Floral City
district _.
4in works

OCALA — Capt. W.C. Zimmerman, thes -
first clerk of the court for Citrus County, re-=
fused to relocate his office when the countys
seat was moved from Mannsfield to Invere
ness in 1889. v =

Zimmerman would not get out of his chair =
so he was loaded onto a wagon, still sitting m:
it, along with his desk and taken to Inverness.ss

Though the town of Mannsfield is now a%
ghost town and Zimmerman is long since}; -

dead, the house he once lived in still stands in; -
Floral City. e

The house is one of 36 structures includeds -

in the first proposed historic district in Citrus? °
i County. ce
| The house is an example of Folk Victoriana . -

construction and is located at 8441 E. Orange}:
.. Ave. ' ‘ -
“I bought it in 1981, it was an old house and® *
1 just bought it and started restoring it on theji %
weekends,” said Robert Figley, owner of the;z

3

%

Zimmerman house. s

&
od

Sin
A
A

Figley, who runs an upholstery business *

* out of the residence, has tried to keep the tra---

ditional flavor of the house alive and is look-
ing forward to approval of the historic ;
district. .
_ “Well, T've kept everything as original as »
possible. 'm interested in refurbishing the -
area and a historic district, I think, would
really enhance the town,” Figley said. .
The Duval house, located at 7801 Old Flo- -
ral City Road, is the oldest house in the pro- :
posed district. 3
The house was built by John Paul Formy *
Duval in 1865, according to Marcia Beasley, -

. a member of the Floral City Historic Preser- -

vation Committee of the Citrus County His- ;

* torical Society.

Floral City, located seven miles south of
Inverness, was chosen as the site for the pro- .
posed historic district after an extensive sur-
vey of the county in 1987, Beasley said.

The area is believed to be the only area in
the county that may qualify as an historic .
district and be put on the National Register
for Historic Places, she said. S

There are several requirements needed for -

». an historic district to be approved.

According to Tulie Taylor, historic site

- specialist for the Division of Historical Re-

sources in Tallahassee, there are three major -
requirements needed for approval. .
@ The buildings in the proposed district -
must be at least 50-years-old. o
@ The buildings must reflect a period of his-
torical significance. *
e The area has to be historically.
significant. N
“These are only guidleines. There are no*
steadfast rules. Each case has to be looked at--
. separately,” Taylor said. i
The historical society is in the process of -
finalizing the boundaries of the district and -
submitting an application to the Florida De-x
partment of State for approval and if passed 5
then onto Washington, D.C. for final approval}
and inclusion onto the-National Registe?. -«
“We would hope that our application will -
be ready by this fall,” Beasley said. -
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It’s history for Flo

By Greg Erbstoesser

. Staff writer

After months of preparation, Floral
City preservationists are anxiously
looking to August when a state panel
will decide whether to recommend
their downtown main street for inclu-

' sion in the National Register of Histor-
. ic Places.

Citrus County could have its first offi-

‘i cial historic district — Floral City’s

' oak-lined Orange Avenue and more

than two dozen historic homes — in
time for the community’s annual Heri-

S,
£

district be approved by the state N
tional Review Board. :

The state review board will meet ¢
Aug. 20 in Tallahassee to review 13 a
plications from communities acro:
Florida seeking to have different buil
ings and districts designated as histol
cally significant.

And while the upcoming meetir
does not have applicants competir
against each other, local heritage cou
cil chairwoman Marcia Beasley sa;
the group plans to send a contingent
the meeting to show its support of Fl

| tage Days festivities this December. ral City. ,

Citrus County already has a handful “after a lot of hard work, we're ju
* of buildings, including the Old Court- now starting to bear fruit,” Mrs. Beasl:
house in Inverness, earning official his- said, noting the council has been wor

-

 toric status.

The Floral City Heritage Council re-

] . .
' ceived a major boost two weeks ago

when state historic researchers recom-
mended Floral City’s proposed historic

g

ing on the project for nearly two years

" TN
PROPOSED DISTRICT
‘ <’

Area: Running along County Road 48
(Orange Avenue) from the downtown
community center east to just past
South Annie Terrace. It also runs along
South Aroostook Way (Avenue of Oaks)
from Orange Avenue to what is known
as the old “steamboat landing”

Containing: Some 26 historic build-
ings such as the United Methodist
Church, built in 1884, on Marvin Ave-
'nue; the historic Puckett House on Levy
Lane; and the J.P. Formy-Duval house
on Old Floral City Road :
Status: The state review board wil
meet on Aug. 20 in Tailahassee t
view the community's applicatio )

[T O S ) FEg ER AR A ST AT TR



§ 17— Floral City

to ‘historic

State gives OK to are

ANY’JONES/TH{
:‘T? . soral City Heritage Council members believe the city’s his- serves a spot on the National Register of Historic Pla

. toric district, including oak-dotted East Orange Avenue, de- application awaits final approval by federal officials.
f ) ding Y
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for natiohal list

By GEORGE WILKENS
Tribune Staff Writer

FLORAL CITY — Efforts to list
an oak-shaded portion of Floral City
in the National Register of Historic
Places cleared the first hurdle Fri-
day afternoon, when the application
was approved by a state agency.

The state National Register Re-
view Committee now forwards the
application to the U.S. Department
of Interior for a final decision.

“We don’t anticipate any prob-
lems,” said Marcia Beasley, chair-
man of the Floral City Heritage
Council, who attended Friday after-
noon’s presentation.

No one questioned the listing,
Beasley said in a telephone inter-
view from Tallahassee.

A decision is expected within 45
days.

The historic district borders
East Orange Avenue (County Road
48), from the Floral City Communi-
ty Building east to the end of the
canopy of famous century-old oaks.

The historic district also extends
porth to include the canopied oak

from Orange Avenue to Steamboat
Landing on Lake Tsala Apopka.

Wwithin the district are 26 histor-
ic buildings — mostly century-old
houses — and two cisterns.

«we're all ecstatic,” said Beas-
ley, one of seven Floral City Heri-
tage Council members who traveled
to Tallahassee for the half-hour pre-
sentation to the eight-member Na-
tional Register Review Board.

The presentation by the preser-
vation consultant the council hired,
Murray Laurie of Gainesville, in-

photo

trees along South Aroostook Way,

An Cluded color slides of the canopied

cee F1 ORAL CITY, Page 8.

|
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oaks and other features in the Flo-
ral City Historic District.

Recognized historical districts
must have a common denominator.
For Floral City, that is the time
trame of 1863 to 1936, the period of
construction for the structures with-
in. “And those oaks really tie it to-
gether,” Beasley said.

Once the federal designation is
obtained, council members plan to
purchase appropriate markers for
placement at each end of the histor-
ical district. The signs cost $1,800
each, said Beasley.. -

The 50-member Floral City Heri-

' tage Council has grossed about

'
i

t

$6,000, mostly through yard sales
and T-shirt sales; most of the money
has been spent to retain the historic
preservation consultant, Beasley
said.

“The support and enthusiasm of

’ the community has been very high,”

‘| Beasley said.
Having a designated historic dis-

trict will not only enhance commu-
nity pride, it also will help protect
the beloved oaks, said Beasley. Fed-
eral money cannot be used for any
projects adversely affecting struc-
tures or districts recognized by the
1 US. Department of the Interior.

R

Wz Floral City

officially
‘historic’

By GEORGE WILKENS
Tribune Staff Writer

FLORAL CITY — A grass-root!
effort to put Floral City on the Na
tional Register of Historic Place:
has paid off.

Marcia Beasley, chairman o
the Floral City Heritage Councll
said Thursday that the U.S. De
partment of the Interior has ar
proved the organization's applice
tion.

The community's historic dis
trict borders East Orange Avenu
(County Road 48) and Sout
Aroostook Way, from Orange Ave
nue to Steamboat Landing on Lak
Tsala Apopka.

Beasley said the national des;
nation carries several benefits,
call it a status symbol as much ¢
anything,” she said. “And it show
pride in the community,” especie
ly because efforts to obtain tt
recognition were headed by tt
50-member Floral City Herita
Council, a historic preservatic
committee of the Citrus Coun
Historical Society.

The designated district |
cludes 26 historic buildings
mostly century-old houses — a
two cisterns. And while the histc
ic designation does not restrict t
rights of property owners, it co
provide benefits, either in res:
or for tax purposes, Beasley sal

The two-year effort to achie
the designation cleared a big b
dle last August when the state !
tional Register Review Commit
met in Tallahassee, After hear
Floral City's half-hour presen
tion, the eight-member commit
approved the application @
agreed to forward it to the inter
department. _

“]t's all a grass-roots thin
said Beasley. “I think it's ims
tant that the community di/d”
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Floral City

tatus
- national list

By GEORGE WILKENS
Tribune Staff Writer

FLORAL CITY — Efforts to list
an oak-shaded portion of Floral City
in the National Register of Historic
Places cleared the first hurdie Fri-
day afternoon, when the application
was approved by a state agency.

The state National Register Re-
view Committee now forwards the
application to the U.S. Department
of Interior for a final decision.

“We don’t anticipate any prob-
lems,” said Marcia Beasley, chair-
man of the Floral City Heritage
Council, who attended Friday after-
noon’s presentation.

No one questioned the listing,
Beasley said in a telephone inter-
view from Tallahassee.

A decision is expected within 45

days.

The historic district borders
East Orange Avenue (County Road
48), from the Floral City Communi-
ty Building east to the end of the
canopy of famous century-old oaks.

The historic district also extends
north to include the canopied oak
trees along South Aroostook Way,
from Orange Avenue to Sieamboat
Landing on Lake Tsala Apopka.

Within the district are 26 histor-
ic buildings — mostly century-old
houses — and two cisterns.

“We're all ecstatic,” said Beas-
ley, one of seven Floral City Heri-
tage Council members who traveled
to Tallahassee for the half-hour pre-
sentation to the eight-member Na-
tional Register Review Board.

The presentation by the preser-
vation consultant the council hired,
Murray Laurie of Gainesville, in-
cluded color slides of the canopied

See FLORAL CITY, Page §

FI S A 0 RO S M U 6 s o e s o 8 S SR

B From Page 1

oaks and other features in the Flo-
ral City Historic District.

Recognized historical districts
must have a common denominator.
For Floral City, that is the time
frame of 1863 to 1936, the period of
construction for the structures with-
in. “And those oaks really tie it to-
gether,” Beasley said.

Once the federal designation is
obtained, council members plan to
purchase appropriate markers for
placement at each end of the histor-
ical district. The signs cost $1,800
each, said Beasley..

The 50-member Floral City Heri-
tage Council has grossed about
$6,000, mostly through yard sales
and T-shirt sales; most of the money
has been spent to retain the historic
preservation consultant, Beasley
said.

“The support and enthusiasm of
the community has been very high,”

Beasley said.

Having a designated historic dis-

trict will not only enhance commu-
nity pride, it also will help protect
the beloved oaks, said Beasley. Fed-
eral money cannot be used for any
projects adversely affecting struc-
tures or districts recognized by the

U.S. Department of the Interior.

officially
‘historic’

By GEORGE WILKENS
Tribune Staff Writer

FLORAL CITY — A grass-roots
effort to put Floral City on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places
has paid off.

Marcia Beasley, chairman of
the Floral City Heritage Council,
said Thursday that the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior has ap-
proved the organization’s applica-
tion.

The community's historic dis-
trict borders East Orange Avenue
(County Road 48) and South
Aroostook Way, from Orange Ave-
nue to Steamboat Landing on Lake
Tsala Apopka.

Beasley said the national desig-
nation carries several benefits. “I
call it a status symbol as much as
anything,” she said. “And it shows
pride in the community,” especial-
ly because efforts to obtain the
recognition were headed by the
$0-member Floral City Heritage
Council, a historic preservation
committee of the Citrus County
Historical Society.

The designated district in-
cludes 26 historic buildings —
mostly century-old houses — and
two cisterns. And while the histor-
ic designation does not restrict the
rights of property owners, it could
provide benefits, either in resale
or for tax purposes, Beasley said.

The two-year effort to achieve
the designation cleared a big hur-
dle last August when the state Na-
tional Register Review Committee
met in Tallahassee. After hearing
Floral City’s half-hour presenta-
tion, the eight-member committee
approved the application and
agreed to forward it to the interior
department.

“It's all a grass-roots thing,”
said Beasley. “I think it's impe=-..
tant that the community di/cY

e

o gTT——




it

St Petersburg Times

rus times

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 1994

Floral City earns historic status

The U.S. Interior Department this week announced that th
the National Registry of Historic Places. The district includ
Avenue and Aroostook Way, and the hundred-year-old oak trees along th

e core of Floral City's downtown will be listed on
es 26 historicalt
e roadways.

y significant houses along Orange

§ Washington Ln.

S Church Ter.

Steamboat 1
landing g

8 College| |Ter. {’

S. Baker| | Ave.

S Duvalf |St.

S Fanny Ter.

GaE fe St

| Historic district

S Mick Pt. Ter.

Lake Consuela

By JEFFREY BRAINARD
Times Statf Writer

~ FLORAL CITY — What do Flo-
ral City’s Avenue of Oaks, the Yu-
- lee Sugar Mill and the Old Court-
i house have in common?
;. _They’re all listed in the Nation-
al Registry of Historic Places. Flo-
ral City got the news this week
from the U.S. Interior Department.
i The prestigious listing will en-
- compass a district of 26 historically
significant houses along Orange
. Avenue and Aroostook Way, the
_town’s “Avenue of Oaks,” the old-
“est of which dates to 1863. The

designation also includes the oak
trees themselves.

“I'm very happy for the com-
munity,” said Marcia Beasley,
chairwoman of the Floral City Heri-
tage Council, which applied for the
listing. }

“It gives them a real sense of
pride. This has really brought the
whole community together.”

The Heritage Council hopes to
host a dinner for the entire commu-
nity in a few weeks to celebrate,
Mrs. Beasley said.

“I'm so glad Floral City has
taken care of things like this,” said '

Times art — FRANK PETERS

Time pauses in oaks’ shade

Vivian Higgenbotham, who owns
the 19th-century Puckett House on
E Levy Lane, one of the houses on
the listing.

Previous owners once sold
lunches to passing railroad workers
during Floral City’s bustling past as
a center of citrus groves and phos-
phate mining.

“We've had such lovely turn-
outs at Floral City Heritage Days in
December,” Mrs. Higgenbotham
said, referring to the festival that
honored the town’'s colorful histo-
ry.

Mrs. Beasley_also has applied

to the state Department of Trans- -

portation for signs along U.S. 41
reading “Historic District.”
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Floral City residents look at a marker that was dedicated Sunday at the Floral
City a member of the National Register of Historic Places.
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1&Historic achievement
celebrated in Floral City

By John Dunbar

' Staff writer

. In a simple ceremony, Floral City cele-
"brated an event of historic proportion.
Homeowners in the quaint little town
unveiled two bronze markers Sunday
identifying its historic district as a mem-
_ber of the National Register of Historic
Places.
i The actual designation was granted Dec.
11, 1993. It was the culmination of two years
 of effort by Floral City citizens and Citrus
. County officials to recognize the historical
‘significance of the 100-year-old town.
i Marcia Beasley, chairwoman of the Flo-
‘ral City Heritage Council, spearheaded
;the drive for the recognition. In remarks
iduring an outdoor ceremony in front of
it.he Floral City Community Building, she
;was happy to spread the credit.

| “This event today is about people work-

iing together — community and county
working together,” she said.

Ms. Beasley unrolled a more than 20-
foot-long list of names of those who

worked toward making the designation 2

reality. “Many hands make light work,”

~ she said.

She reserved special credit for former
county public works director Gerry Clark,
who died April 8 after a bout with lung
cancer. “He believed in community and
county working together,” she said.

.The area of significance begins at the
community center and extends eastward
under the well-known oak trees just past
South Annie Terrace.

The designation protects the district
from federal and some state public works
projects, but does not restrict what home-

"owners may do to their homes, some of

which are 100 years old. In addition, some
federal money is available for restoration
projects. -

Sunday’s ceremony was preceded by a
piano prelude from Alice Wooten, an own-
er of one of the homes in the district. More
music was provided by a chorus from
Mount Carmel! Methodist Church of Floral
City. The master of ceremonies was

Please sec HISTORIC, Page 2A

City Community Building declaring a portion of Floral

Dave Sigler/ The Cbron””

Marcia Beasley, chairman of the Flor/
City Heritage Council, unrolis a 20-K(
long list of names of those who have
made the piacing of Floral City on the .
tional Register of Historic Places possi-
ble at the Sunday dedication ceremony.
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CEREMONY
3 DEDICATING THE -~/
% CAST BRONZE MARKERS %3
: FOR :
FLORAL CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT
April 17, 1994
at
2:30 p.m.
in front of the
Floral City Community Building

2:00 - 2:30  Piano Prelude by
Alice Wooten,
Native of Floral City
and Historic Home

Owner

2:30 Welcome by Harvey Dunn,
Associate Pastor of the
Inverness Church of God, a
Native of Floral City and
Historic Home Owner

Invocation by Reverend
Demus Houston, Pastor Mt.
Carmel Methodist Church of
Floral City

Pledge Allegiance by
Vivian Higgenbotham,
member American Legion '
Post 225 Auxillary, a Native e
. of Floral City and Historic @ '
Home Qwner - g

-
SO0

. et

CEREMONY
(continued)

'2:45 " A History of Floral City

by Tom Ritchie, Heritage
Council member and a
native of Florida

Remarks by Marcia L.
Beasley, Chairman of the
_ Floral City Heritage Council

The National Register, Its
Importance by Deborah
Scott, Citrus County His-
torical Resources Officer
and a native of Florida

The Unveiling by all Floral
City Historic Home Owners

Music by a Chorus from the
Mt. Carmel Methodist
Church

"Our Home Town" a poem
by Larry Hartman, Pastor
of Floral City Church of
Christ and native of Citrus
County

Benediction by Rev. Greg €%
Art, Pastor of First Baptist @
Church of Floral City sl
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| continued from Page 14 ‘But keep in mind. that wa. +.,... “ terrible fire |,

AT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY, COUNTY CY)IKISSICNERS (FRONT
ROW, DESCEM)ANI‘OF'IHEFIRSI'SE'ITLm (CENI'EROFSECOND

ROW) AND FLORIDA STATE HISTORTC SOCIETY PRESIDENT (Smconp
ROW RIGHT) ummnumymmmopm
CITY'S PAST. '

2A  Cirrus County (FL) Chronicle Monday, 4pril 18 1904

- Joining in the celebration

i

J

. o Dave Sigler/ The ¢ bromicte
Local dignitaries Joined Floral City residents in paying tribute to Floral City's listing on the National Regis
Places.
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18 Citrus County Home & Leisure Magazine

April 17th - Floral City celebrates! Two

¢ years of effort by Floral City citizens and

Citrus County officials culminate in the
unveiling of two bronze markers
identifying its historic district as a
member of the National Register of
Historic Places.

Pictured is the cast bronze historic
marker that now stands in front of the
Floral City Community Building. Leftto
right are Deborah Scott, Citrus County
Historic Resources Officer; Marsha
Beasley, Chairperson of the Floral City
Heritage Council; and Flossie Bassett,
great granddaughter of John Paul
Formy-Duval, an early settler and vast
land owner of what is now historic
Florat City. An identical marker has
been installed along the side of the
road at the east end of Orange Avenue
- the famous Avenue of Oaks which
were planted in 1884.
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THE PREPARATION OF THE REQUEST FOR THE NOMINATION TO THE
NATIONAL REGISTER FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND BEING AN IDEA




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Jim Smith
Secretary of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
R.A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
Director’s Office Telecopier Number (FAX)
(904) 488-1480 (904) 488-3353

January 14, 1994

Mrs. Marcia L. Beasley, Chairman

Floral City Heritage Council

c/o Citrus County Historical Society, Inc.
Room 111, The 0l1d Courthouse

1 Courthouse Square

Inverness, Florida 34450-4802

Re: Floral City Historic District

Dear Mrs. Beasley:

YR
(@%UMW
P

It is a pleasure to advise you that the above referenced district
has been officially listed in the National Register of Historic

Places as of December 1, 1993.

The enclosed fact sheet outlines the effects of

listing in the

National Register with reference to major laws and Federal
regulations related to listed properties. Local planning
agencies should be aware of the review requirements pertaining to

any Federally assisted activities that may have
listed properties.

Sincerely,

an impact on

T, /_Z/.;EZZZT
“’George W. Percy
State Historic

Preservation
GWP :Mbm
Enclosure
Archaeological Research Florida Folklife Programs Historic Preservation
(904} 487-2299 (904) 397-2192 (904) 487-2333

" Museum of Florida History

Officer

(904) 488-1484



EXPENSES FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER PROJECT

APPLICATION QOSTS (to include
consultant, photos.and postage)..........$1,470.39

CAST BRONZE MARKERS (two each).....cecee....$1,531.00
DEDICATION CEREMONY. «ccecevenccococcecccnonse..249.18
BUILDING RENTAL FOR MEETINGS...cccccceececee. 60.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES....ccccecncceccccocneesse$3,310.57
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