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FLORAL GARDEN CLUB WRITES BI-WEEKLY COLUMN

In November 1989 the Citrus County Chronicle with a
circulation of over 22,000, initiated the weekly Lake

Life edition to offer more localized news.

Eager to share the many activities of the Club with
the community, the Floral Garden Cclub did not hesitate
to support the new edition when the Club was approched
by the Editor. Mona Belle Turpin, the Club's publicity
chairman, coordinated a bi-weekly column. She was
assisted by club member and Master Gardener, Kathleen
Mueller. sixteen club members of the 33 active and
inactive members, submitted articles on their favorite

subjects.

At the end of the first year, the Club lost Mona
Belle Turpin, but Kathleen Mueller, willingly assumed
the coordination. A new assistant, Marie Jones, quickly
stepped forward and the column was off and running

without missing a week.

During the initial year, 24 bi-weekly columns were
printed. The subject matter varied widely. Emphasis
was placed on introducing the community to garden club
objectivies. During the second year, 31 articles were

printed and emphasis was placed on horticulture.

only a representation of the articles have been
selected for inclusion. More articles from the 1990
columns are included in order to reflect the variety of

subject matter covered.

The Floral Garden Club is now into the third year
of the bi-weekly column. The Lake Life edition enjoys a
circulation of over 7,200: an effective means to

communicate garden club objectives to area residents!
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Local drivers |
love their sport pages

LAKE LIFE EDITOR

A mowng time

Welcome to our first edition of Lake
Life. We're excited to be publishing an
addltiﬁﬂaf section to our paper that will

Cf te on local life aroun& e

jon. Lake Life will be pub-
hshedrm Tuesday and will be full of
fcatures and local activities.
.-'“Tpm:  exciting to start a neg@o—
nove to a new area and to find
:ﬁéfm;nds I’'m getting to do all three at
time and I'm pleased with the
pros of getting to know all about -
Inverness while doing so.




A look at
Ferris Groves Pages 1011

Tuesday, March 6, 1990
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This is the cover page of the
first Lake Life section to the
Chitrus County Chronicle. 3
Witherspoon, Lake Life
‘introduces the issue.

The initial article for the
Garden Club column follows.




things are happen-
s County! ... Today
we are reading LAKE LIFE, a
brand new section of the Chro-
nicle. % Floral Garden Club
of Floral City is also doing
exciting things!

At the January meeting rep-
resentatives of the Sumter
Electric Company talked to the
club about trees and the electric
company’s problems in cutting
and pruning them so that their
usefulness and beauty will not
be destroyed. This led to ques-

and to a very lively dis-
‘among those present.
jary meeting was the
sary of the club’s found-
ing in 1956 and the historian
presented the scrapbooks from
past years. Several of the
founding members were pre-
sent to enjoy the beautiful birth-
day cake made and decorated
by member Connie Henning. A
visiting friend, Barbara Harvey,
read an original poem about
Floral City which sparked
enthusiasm for upcoming
endeavors for the Cleanup
program in anticipation of the
Garden Club’s participation i
the Adopt-a-Highway pr

The following ¢
early with Floral
members back a
Community Buildin
the building a big
flea market/yard
progress. Inside

‘ | e Citrus
Countygﬁqée Society was con-

ducting its annual flea market

and the Eloral Garden Club
WEIE ISy ! thei

with their

jjcitine thines happening

M ﬂﬂ—"'{ Er ‘
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donated for the purpose, while
others were selling the “trea-
sures,” and still others were
doing a lively business selling
hot soups, muffins, coffee, etc.
The day was cold and the hot
food was very welcome. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of food will
be used in the community beau-
tification program. Eamings
from plants and other items will
be added to the club treasury for
the purchase of garden books
for the Floral City Library and
other projects of the group.

Members of the Floral Gar-
den Club and interested friends
are working on the Adopt-a-
Highway Program. Periodically
they police a two-mile strip of
Road #48 from the stoplight at
Road #41 east to Trails End

~ Road. Picking up all the dis-
... carded waste paper, cans, bot-
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tles and other trash which is
thrown from car windows is
REAL WORK. These people
and others in the county who
are doing like work should be
highly commended. It takes
hours of time and at the end of
several hours everyone who has
participated is exhausted. If
everyone who throws trash onto
the streets and roads could
spend a day in this work of
retrieval, each of them might be
more considerate next time he
is tempted to toss a used item
from his car window. It’s a qu
to see these clean roadsides at
the end of the days’ work, but
so discouraging to see the
build-up of trash starting the
very mﬁday_ &=

During the coming months

certain public flower beds, ie.

e one in front of the Floral
Q’??mgﬁe



FLORAL GARDEN CLUB
PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES



‘We, in | G‘arden Club

 believe that the Wekiva Y
Camp is a great expenen
a child.

We believe in teaching them
to love and appreciate our
world of nature, to use its re-
sources carefully and to pre-

- serve them carefully for the fu-
ture. Wekiva Camp is a place
where these things can be
taught.

It was founded in 1966 by
the Florida Federation of Gar-
den Clubs. It is located within
Wekiva Springs State Park near
Apopka. It has 13 cabins. each
housing 8 campers and 2 coun-
selors; 4 leaders’ cabins; a large
dining hall; an oﬂice-mﬁrmary,
a crafts bunldmg, a swimming
pool and large recreation area
for general sports activities.

Any child, boy or girl, grades
3-8 may attend. Eighth graders
are accepted in a special pro-
gram. Campers are accepted
without regard to race, color,
or creed.

tmmﬂmgar and
pays the regular charge of $75
a week foryeach child. These

two children go to camp for a

for

LS

Lake

Life, June 12, 1990

week and report their experi-
ences to Floral Garden Club at
its first fall meeting. They usu-
ally tell us some of the things
they did and whether they
liked it. Those who went last
year said they would be happy
to go again.

Camp Wekiva is a self-sup-
porting, non-profit organiza-
tion. The charge per week cov-
ers all housing, meals, crafts,
activities, and standard medical
insurance for the camp.

It is staffed by senior and jun-

ior counselors, a qualified di-
rector

and counselors selected

from mature young people

who live in the cabins with the
campers. Adult Garden Club

volunteers help in the teaching

FLORAL CITY GARDEN CLUB

program. The staff also in-

cludes a qualified water safety
instructor for the swimming

program. A nurse is on duty at

all times. The dining room is

staffed with cooks who serve

well balanced meals planned

in advance by a dietitian.

This camp is dedicated to
providing an outdoor living-
learning experience for young
people so that they can grow
in appreciation of our natural
resources and in knowledge of
how to preserve, conserve and
enjoy Florida’s beauty. .

- A child need not be spon-
sored by a-Garden Club to at-

tend Camp Wekwa&lghaugh
‘many of them are so spon-
sored.



Lake Life,

June 19,1990

Since its inception in"1956
the Floral Garden Club has en-
deavored to make the Floral
City area an even more satisfy-
ing place to live. To this end,
the club has been working
with the manager of the Floral
City Library, Flossie Benton

| Of the many talented flower
{arrangers in the garden club,
ione member is chosen each
.month to contribute a floral ar-
rangement to the library. Artifi-
!cial flowers are not permitted
‘to be used in the designs
‘which are composed of dried
flowers and other dried plant
-materials.

The monthly arrangement is
dxsplayed next to a library
book coordinating with it m

color and text:’Ms..Ro
states that -

‘ment favorab ly ug € ar-
ran; ‘and are | ted
in the books which 1pany
them. L2

Floral has do-
nated’ma o the li-
brary's gardening book'sec-

tion, which now consists of
‘over one hundred selections.

These books have been given
to the garden club
members and their gardening
friends Many volumes have

~ als and'p

b bsod-baﬂ bcc.z -

There are books about annu-
d all sizes
of plants from fems to trees. If
vegetable gardens aren’t of in-
terest, there are several books
to help start a water garden. Of
special interest to new home
owners are books on establish-
ing Florida lawns. Creative
people may choose one of sev-
eral books about flower arrang-
ing, or how to plan a table set-
ting around a floral design.

With today’s water shortage
the books of Florida’s native
plants are an aid to landscape
planning. There are several
books available to assist in
identifying Florida wildflowers.

The Floral Garden Club
hopes that everyone will take
advantage of the library’s nu-
merous books, to help them
enjoy Florida’s year round
dening. The Fora ity libfary

be happy to accept dona-
ﬂons of books about gardening
or funds with which to pur-

chase gardening books.



Ruth Kenny to write a resume
of the club’s activities through
the years with this result: The
Floral Garden Club was
formed in October 1956 in Flo-
ral City, Florida. The first meet-
ing was held in the home of
Ruth and Cecil Blankenship on
October 12, 1956. Ruth was
elected the first club-president.
Floral City’s first beautifica-
tion program started in Octo-
ber 1970 when flowers were
planted at the Community
Building, fire department and
library as well as at the corner
of Hwys. #41 and #48. Palm
trees were planted on Rt. 41
both north and south of Rt. 48
in Floral City. Each month resi-
dents of the area were given
honorable mention for the
beautification of their proper-
ties. We have resumed this
practice. On November 10,
1989 several people received
awards for adding beauty to
their property during the year.
Hampton Dunn, Historian,
who was DO

1D 11 ""'la uary 1975.
The following year we entered
a poster congest, ‘Smokey Bear
and Woodsy Owl,” for which

we won four awards. In De-
cember of that year, there was
a tour of private homes, during
which the Floral Garden Club
held a flower show in each.
Through the years this club has
continued to present home
shows in various locations.
Our most recent Standard
Home Show “Welcome to My
World’’ was held, with great
success, in the ‘“Catalina Villa”
model home in The Landings
on Gospel Island, Inverness.
The Floral Garden Club par-
ticipated for many years in the
county fair under the leader-
ship of Elinor Bonifield, Marie
Morris and later Marcia Beas-
ley. Elinor Bonifield was devot-
ed to the club and in tribute to
twenty-five years work at the
fair and her many horticultural

projects, the new Horticulture
Building was named for her.
She was a director of the fair at

10
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the time of her death in 1982.
As chairman of Civic Beautifica-
tion in 1980 she worked to
make a beautiful entrance to
Floral Park.

Marie Morris and Lydia
Steeves are still active charter
members who have devoted
many hours to the club and its
projects.

Each year we pay the expens-
es and send two local school
children to Camp Wekiva for a
week.

We continually strive to “Put
the Floral back in Floral City”
by planting public gardens and
participating in such programs
as Adopt-A-Highway, etc. Qur-
monthly meetings are educa--
tional and inspirational. New
residents join to learn about
gardening problems in Florida.
Guests and new members will
always be welcome.
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Nominations are wanted
for beautification awards

A friend called the other day.
Seems she had been reading
this column and thought the
Floral Garden Club would like
to recognize her neighbor for a
beautification project she had
accomplished single handedly.

The call was timely because
the club is now soliciting com-
munity input for their Land-

' scape Beautification Awards
Program. This p: was ini-
tiated in November 1989 when
twenty-seven area residents
and four businesses were
awarded certificates. A commit-
tee of six met to establish
award criteria and location
boundries. To get the program
started the first year, the com-
mittee selected a small portion
of the total area. They did not

solicit public ations but
reviewed .the t from gar-
den sers. They rec-

many oth-
ers in the ‘had maintained
their ‘to high standards
over the years and that yards of

11

new homes were being well

maintained.

This year the committee
seeks input from the communi-
ty. Nominations for beautifica-
tion of properties with the fol-
lowing boundries will qualify:
north boundry is Fort Cooper
Road; east boundry is the With-
lacoochee River; west to CR491
. and south to the Hernando
County line.

Nominations for the awards
will be welcomed from now
until the end of September.
Nominations can be made by
providing the ame, address,
and telephone number (if
known) of the property owner
to be nominated.




Léke Life,

December 4,
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1990

The floral is coming back in Floral CIW

Gradually, the floral is com-

ing back to Floral City. Individ-

uals in the community who
have improved their land-
- scapes this year have received
award certificates.

This awards program was ini-
tiated by the Floral Garden
Club in 1989 when a small por-
tion of the Floral City postal
zone was selected for recogni-
tion. This year, the area was ex-
panded.

In September, the communi-
ty was asked to make nomina-
tions. As a result twenty-eight
residences and four businesses
received certificates for their
beautification efforts.

The Landscape Improvement
Awards Committee was chaired
by Marcia Beasley and mem-
bers Ruth Kenny, Lois Neal,
Toni Meyers, Marie Morris and
Kathy Mueller.

The Garden Club expresses
special appreciation to the Flo-
ral City Volunteer Depart-
ment who' has e outstand-
ing impr to the land-
scaping, ¢ Fire House on
Orange Ave. The beautification
of the Firehouse grounds next

tollgCoranﬁMyCemerhas

encouraged the Kiwanis and
the Garden Club into working
on the Community Center and
its grounds.

Businesses receiving certifi-
cates this year include Sun
Mart (Shell Station) Betty’s
Beauty Shop, both on Highway
41, and M J & S Plant Farm on
County Road 39 (Istachatta
Road).

Residences on Duval Island
nominated and receiving certif-
icates included: Coye Stokes,
W. Pennington, Ralph Haynes,
M. Stewart, John Hartman,
Connie Denny, Paul Saylor,
Bunk Minniss, and Chet Glov-
er. In the Cove Bend area the

Edward Witkowski residence
was recognized. The David
Crockett residence on Castle
Lake Park; the Earl Carter resi-
- dence on Old Floral City Road;

12
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the Elizabeth Ryals residence
on Istachatta Road; and the
William Naczi, Jr. residence on
Jefferson Street all received cer-
tificates.

In Singing Forest and Devil’s
Neck areas the following resi-
dences were awarded: Mr. and
Mrs. Cleaver, Jack Thorne, Mil-
lie Evans, George Maxham, Sr.,
Ruth Ward, James Brown, Jim
Craig, and Mona Belle Turpin.

Several residences of the
many eligible for nomination
were singled out this year in
the Withlapopka Isles area.
They include: James Edlin, Le-
roy Renfroe, John Nicholson,

Russell Scarborough, and
Donald Zunmerman =Y
The Floral Gardegsiibiseal-

izes that many oﬂm;ia ‘the
Floral City area

or- maintained -theit.yards. . .
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By Marie Jones
Floral Garden Club

The Floral Garden Club has
planted periwinkle around the
light posts at the corner of Coun-
ty Road 48 and U.S. Highway 41.
The flower beds in front of the
community building have been
weeded and fertilized. Impatiens
and periwinkle have been added
to the beds for summer color.
Timbers have been placed at the
post oﬁic@ﬂbntings to retain the
mulch. '~

Isn't it"amazing how fast the
grass grows with a few showers?

JUNITY LIFE

~COM

The officers and board mem-
bers have been busy planning the
meetings and events for the com-
ing season. The best of the old
and some new ideas have been
incorporated into the calendar of
events for the 1991-92 garden
club activities.

A new idea is the grow and
share table gmbers will be
0 bring seeds, cuttings,
gardening, magazines or
: ;};i ?tjon pertinent

g It _line with our

policy, members

- |
By Marie Jones
Lake Life corvispondent

Mﬂﬁirs are busy planting Aowers

The weeds like the moisture too.
Hope everyone has mulched
well; it really does hold the mois-
ture and keeps the weed popula-
tion to a minimum. Being a trans-
planted northerner it took me a
couple of years to follow the ad-
vice I heard stressed so often. Be-
lieve me gardening is a pleasure
now. No more hot hours of weed-
ing and if I go away. for a week or
?vo it won't be a Herculean.task

acing me whei tugn. For
those of you wei%'l e

the lazy days of Wej‘ding
may I recommend.;you.iexplore
the wealth of information at the
Floral City Library.

m tossing about new ideas

nish their own china, cloth nap-
kins and flatwear to partake of
refreshments. In Septembeml
will be entertained with a slid
show of Camp Weikiva and a pre-
sentation by Kevin Streight who
participated in the camp activi-
ties this summer: ;.=

In October,weiwill be touring a
hisbiscus garden. January is our
birthday teaspresentation of the
communityJandscape improve-
ment awards, and our trees and
treasures sale. A flower show is

13
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G o CEipetMRAE

Watch for Master Gardener
Kathy Mueller’s horticulture arti-
cles. We will be alternating co;-
umns. Do you have Sept. 1
marked on your caléﬂ*&l}t‘s
the next meeting o!%ural
Garden Club. Next/fini€1fl tell
you when it all s 1@fid what
has happened over '

“941 41 44BN

oA oo .
maps A alagsls

planned for March and in April
we are off ona bus trip to Kana-

%Wns. Sounds like a
busy, informative, fun season. Are

you ready to participate? Looking
forward to having you join us on
Sept. 13.



COMMUNITY N

l‘htal Garden Club enjoys my

By Kathy Mueller

Floral Garden Club . Exotic plants from the tropics are the specialty of

’ T s e
In March this year, members of be ga denSb ut tbe groundsandgeenhouses also

the Floral Garden Club, other
area garden clubs, the Floral City
Woman’s Club and some resi-
dents of Singing Forest, enjoyed
a trip to Sarasota’s Selby Botani-
cal Gardens.

The gardens were a gift to Sa-
rasota from Marie Selby, whose
husband owned the first oil well
in Texas. Mrs. Selby, a concert pi-
anist, was the donor of many col-
lege scholarships and is known
as the first woman to drive from
the east coast to the west sea-
board.

The gardens employ 40 full-
time workers to care for the innu-
merable plants and several build-
ings on the grounds. Four hun-
dred volunteers assist at various
times in caring for the plants, as
guides through the gardens, and
in the museum and gift shop.

" Exotic plants from the tropics
are the specialty of the gardens,
but the grounds and gree

also contain many familia -'

thinge | (trees.

da varieties. There are
kinds of mangroves growing near
the Baywalk Sanctuary on Sara-
‘sota .. They form dense tan-
gl robts whlch afford refuge
tsa e animals and fish.

’ tree has rough

223"‘%&2 angrove

sites.’ - of the coontie,
one of many cycads in the Cycad
Collection, were used by the Indi-
ans as flour.

Among the trees in the Palm

contain many familiar Florida varieties.

Grove is the black palm which
bears long spines to prevent cock-
roaches from climbing up the
tree. There are huge banyan and
fig trees and cacao trees, from
whose pods we obtain cocoa and
chocolate. In the Bamboo Pavil-
ion, we learn that some bamboos,
the fastest growing plants, shoot
up as much as four feet a day.
The Hibiscus Garden includes
plants whose blooms of pink, red,
yellow and lavender are up to 10
inches across. In the Cactus Gar-
den we found many cacti and
succulents such as the aloe, not-
ed for its medicinal properties,
and the jojoba, whose oil is used
in manufacturing in lieu of whale
oil. The Waterfall Garden pos-
sesses numerous varieties of wa-

~ter lilies, some of them native to

a Surrounding the pool
are elephant ears and cypress

The Tropical Food Garden

contains pineapple, plantains, ba-
nanas,and sugar cane as well as

14

spinach from Ceylon, the white
Cuban sweet potato, and the
black sapote from Central Ameri-
ca. Among these edible plants is
the luffa, edible when young,
used as a sponge when fully ripe.

The Tropical House displays
fern, bromeliads and carnivorous
plants amid 6,000 orchids. A large
arbor is blanketed with white
blossomed vining begonias and
an adjoining wall is covered with
red anthuriums. Staghorn ferns
ranging in size from mammoth to
tiny and grass-like are displayed
in a separate room.

The garden clubbers are so
pleased with the Sarasota tour
that they're planning,a trip to
Kanapaha Gaggm in.Gaines-

ville soon. To obsgrye Earth Day,
1991, Floral Garden €l o
bers participatedyit f Je
Highway and Operati V

flower. They collecte
Highway 48 and planted wild-
flowers on the roadsides.
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By Marie Jones
Lake Life correspondent

A few years ago while spending
the holidays with friends in
South Carolina we visited a city
where every household had deco-
rated the outside of the house in

_Christmas decor. Some were sim-
ple and some were elaborate, but
no two were alike. Traffic moved
slowly as cars drove down the
street admiring the sights. J

1 have often thought of the co-
operation, perhaps friendly rival-
ry and the planning sessions en-
joyed by the neighborhoods. The
Floral Garden Club will be mak-

ing wreaths and do or swags to be

d to 10

By Y
club will have enjoyed
Wekiva Camp, been on a field

trip to the home of Henry and
Viva Bolton to tour their hibiscus
garden, worked on the flower
beds at the post office, gone to
Ocala for the district meeting
hosted by the Pioneer Garden
Club and had an Adopt-A-High-
way;g::up Be sure to stop by

ibrary in Floral City to get
ted with all it offers, and
are there, take a look
at”the floral arrangement — a
new one each month.

16

Wednesday, November 6, 1991, Lake Life, Page 7A

Yet to come are the trees and
treasures sales and the planting
of dogwood seedlings between
the oaks on Orange Avenue in
January. Two workshops in Feb-
ruary to learn more about floral
design in preparation for our
flower show to be presented with
the Citrus Garden ‘Club? at ‘the
Community Buildi *h 28
and 29, 1992. Now is’the'time to
prepare your plants'for winter.



GARDENING AND PEST CONTROL
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Afit8'vs ants: a new |

COMMUNITY LIFE
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way to get rid of them

By Kathy Mueller
Floral City Garden Club

On Nov. 13, we published an
article in this column about a
table-top garden. Some of the
construction details were inad-
vertently omitted. Should you
be interested in building a gar-
den of this type, Mrs. Clark in-
vites you to call her at 344-
2339 for more complete in-
structions.

By the way, did you see the
square-foot garden on TDC-
TV recently? It is quite similar
to Mrs. Clark’s table-top gar-
den.

Several of our members and
friends have been intrigued by
the ant fighting suggestion
published by Troy Bilt, manu-
facturers of Troy Bilt garden
tillers. The article appeared

-early in 1990. The writer said
“Jt works the first time with no
need to do a repeat perfor-
mance.”

Take two flat-bladed shovels
to where you have several
mounts of ants. Scoop a full
.shovel of dirt off the first
mount cutting level with the
ground. Leave the shovel in
place ile you do the same

with the second shovel to a hill

nearby. Carry the second shov-
elful over to the first mound,

ing the shovel there, and
- m“mc first and ants from

the second hill on the first.
Then carry the first shovelful
over to the second hill and de-
posit it there. Place the dirt
slightly off-center so that a
piece of the original mounds
are exposed.

By removing the dirt, you ex-
pose the tunnels down in the
mounds. The ants inside come
up and recognize the new ants
as invaders. A battle to the
death occurs, resulting in the
destruction of both mounds.
This method has been tried of-
ten and it really works, for fire
ants as well as all others.

Blooming annuals which tol-
erate the cold weather have
been planted in the Floral Gar-
den Club’s xeriscape garden at
the Floral City Post Office. Pan-
sies, petunias, and snapdrag-
ons, though not xeriscape
plants, have been planted for
their color. -

The garden will be watched
closely and watered when in
need. Oak leaves will be added
as mulch to help retain mois-
ture and soil heat. The periwin-
kle which was so profuse dur-
ing the summer and fall will be
cut back and the seed from
these plans will provide bloom
for next summer. After the first
frost the plumbago and day lil-
ies will be cut back leaving the
Pacific juniper and Asian jas-
mine providing a green collar
for the blooming annuals.

18



‘Lake Life,

By Marie Jones
Lake Life correspondent

A potpourri of information and
interesting facts to share this
week. Did you know that one of
the top six most popular design
toplcs for postage stamps is flow-

ted in flower beds
‘them from insect at-

October 9,

tacks and helps to increase the
fragrance of the flowers as they
bloom.

Frogs and toads are nature’s
insecticides, being avid consum-
ers of garden pests. It is estimat-
ed a toad eats up to 10,000 insects
in about three months. It gobbles
up cutworms, grubs, crickets,
rose beetles, squash bugs, ants,

19

caterpillars, flies, mosquitoes and
sometimes moles and any other
bug that happens to cross its
path.

Most problems with house
plants can be prevented by re-
membering a few rules. Don’t fer-
tilize house plants too often.

Please see GARDEN, Page 11
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Protect ornamental plants from cold

By Kathy Mueller : :
Lake Life correspondent plants consume less nutrients in

the colder season.
Winter temperatures in Flon-

da are frequent]y low enough to  Tree canopies raise night tem-
~ cause cold injury to plants not Peratures under them by reduc-
adapted to Florida’s chmacﬁc“' ing heat loss from the ground to
conditions. Freezing t'empex‘a-
tures occur annually in north‘ and
central Florida. &

Cold injury can occd*f’fo an en-
tire plant or to parts of a plant.
Leaf and stem tissue will not sur-
vive ice formation inside the cells
as a result of rapid freezing. Cold
injury to roots of plants is com-
mon and is not evident until the
plant is stressed by higher tem-
peratures. ;

One type of winter injury is
desiccation or drying out due to
dry winds and solar radiation, re-
sulting in totally brown leaves.
home owners can help protect
plants from cold injury by proper
selection of planting sites and
providing good care and mainte-
nance. Temperature fluctuation
can vary from one location to an-
other within a home landscape.

. Tender plants should be placed
in an area with good air circula-
tion, not where cold air settles.

Landscape plants in north and

. central Florida should be fertil-
ized four times a year. Two-thirds
the standard rate of fertilizer
should be applied in the fall as
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the atmosphere, thus q;nts in
shade usually show les ca-
tion than plants in full sun. Fenc-
es, buildings and adjac
ings can protect planm “cold
winds.
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Pa??ention to labels for safet;' *

This article was written by
Kathy Mueller, Master
Gardener.

Every pesticide has a label
which gives instructions on
how to use the product
correctly. The label is the
information printed on or
attached to the pesticide
container.

The brand name shows
plainly on the front of the
label. Many companies use the
same name with slight
variations to designate entirely
different chemicals, so you
must beware of choosing a
pesticide by brand name alone.
Each pesticide label must list
what the product contains. The
list specifies the active
ingredients and the percentage
of each ingredient in the
pesticide. Both the common
and the technical names of the

active ingredients appear. The
percentage of total contents
comprised of inert ingredients
must be shown. The front
panel of the label tells the type
of pesticide in the container,
such as: insecticide for the
control of certain insects on
ornamentals; herbicide for
control of weeds, or soil
fungicide. The amount of
pesticide in the container is
also stated on the front panel.
It is best to purchase small
amounts of pesticides for ease
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of handling when in use.

The name and address of the
manufacturer is required to
appear on the label with
registration and establishment
numbers. This information

indicates approval by federal

and/or state governments and
identifies the facility at which
the product was made. Every
pesticide ¢ 1ers carries a
word in large print showing
how dangerous it is to

humans. DANGER signals that
the pesticide is-highly toxic.

This word is accompanied by a
skull and crossbones symbol
and the word POISON in red.
The words WARNING and
CAUTION denote lesser
toxicity hazards. For example,
DANGER is typically followed
by the warning ‘‘Fatal is
swallowed,”’ WARNING
advised ‘‘Harmful or fatal if
swallowed,”” and CAUTION
states ‘“‘Harmful if swallowed.”
DANGER labels advise first aid
treatments in case of poisoning
and a note to physicians
describing appropriate medical

treatments and anudotes
k—

Somc les warn of
toxic effects on ife. Other

labels car vironmental
m% ‘ of hazards
such a mmabﬂny or

corrosive effects.



COMMUNITY LIFE
N

Mrs. Edward (Dorothy)
Clark, our former Floral Gar-
den Club president, wrote the
following:

Would you like to have a
beautiful vegetable garden
without stooping, bending,
hoeing or crawling around on
your hands and knees? If your
back cries out when you do the
above, but you still would like
to "grow your own," here’s the
answer. It’s the "no stoop, Lazy
man’s (or woman'’s) table-top
garden. It’s a 16 ft. long x 4 ft.
wide, 8" deep, 3 ft. high table-
top garden.

The foundation consists of
- 104 x4’s approx:mately 3 feet

: - alk ch leg is two 2
Mrsi Dorothy Clark knows how to have a garden that needs very little Wn b
work and doesn't require constant bending. This table top garden x4 on each side of legs)

costs about $100 to construct. is used for support of 2 x 4
stringers. 1" x 4" x 17 foot

boards are placed diagonally as
braces on both sides. Five 2 x 4
x 16 ft. stringers are now
nailed on top of the 2 x 4 foot
cross members.

On these stringers was built a
bottom of " hardware cloth
which was then framed with 2"
x 8” cce of nursery

%ﬁ was put
down d)e center to divnde the

This article continues on the next
page.
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- .

tdble top garden

i »

nailed vertically at each end in
the center to which a 16 foot 2
x 4 is nailed between and hog
wire was nailed to make a
fence for snow peas or pole
beans to climb. All lumber
used should be pressure-treat-
ed to prevent rotting.
" The planting medium con-
sists of one-third part of each
of the following: organic peat,
compost or good top-soil, and
perlite. May substitute cheaper
builders’ sand for perlite.)

Cultivation is simple. The
only tools needed are a trowel,
hand cultivator or a fork.

It’s easy to keep the garden
weeded as everything is plant-
ed solid instead of in rows. Ta-

b ) ening has more ad-
= just "no-stoop/
"l'gss water is used; a

with the hose is

from an arti-
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cle in the Charleston (N.C.)
newspaper about four years
ago. This is the fourth year of
our using this way of garden-
ing. It 'cost about $100.00, but
we sold our roto-tiller for the
same amount.

Each "crop" is separated with
string. In between plantings,
kitchen peelings are buried in
the soil. They decompose in
several weeks enriching the
soil. As soon as one crop is fin-
ished another is planted.

The fall’s garden is up and
blossoming - three tomato
plants (in cages), two plantings
of carrots, turnip greens, multi-
plying onions, green onion
sets, kale, bibb lettuce, four cu-
cumber vines (growing up a to-
mato cage) and runner beans
and snow peas climbing up the
"fence" in the center. No space
is wasted! . '
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(hrdemng is well worth the wglﬁr

This week’s article was con- .

tributed by Floral City Garden
Club member Carolyn Gazza-
no. I hope you enjoy it as
much as we did at a recent
club meeting.

“The word gardemng
brings to the mind’s eye, pic-
tures of blue morning glories
reaching for the sky, red pop-
pies swaying in the summer
breeze, shiny zucchini squash
shaded by fan-like leaves,
green beans hanging in clus-
tess. . fa
“Let’s turn the picture
around and look in the back.

“Gardening means hard
work, dirty fingernails, (I start
out with gloves, but can’t really
get the feel of it), sore knees,
and perspiration - no, plain or-
dinary sweat.

“The frost still glistens al-
most every-morning when the
seed catalog comes in the mail.
‘Hope Springs Eternal’ - who
said that? I can’t recall just
now, but no matter, it does.

“The pages of the catalog
dnsplay shining eggplants hang-
ing from sturdy stems, lush red

tomatoes, cucumbers on ‘luxu--

riant vmes and the ﬂowers'
Blooms of all colors of the rain-

bow. Nothing can stop us, we.

must send our order now.
When the ‘package arrives, we
wonder d)nd I order all these
seeds? »

i “Fi plantmg day amvcs
with its warm sunshine.
much digging and raking, the

seeds are planted. In time, the
first string bean pops through
the ground and the zucchini
seeds sprout.

- “It is all working - the soil,
the sun and the rain - and so
am I' A cool weather predic-
tion and we scurry to cover the
tender young plants.

“Spring progresses and ev-
erything is flourishing. Daily in-
spection shows another leaf on
each plant. Now comes the fer-

tilizing, weeding, and mulch-
ing - all time consuming and
back breaking.

“One morning the zucchini
flowers-are wilted and ready to
fall, but a minute squash is
forming behind the dropping
flower. Holes in the leaves of
the bean plants? - where do

they come-from - these invad-

ers? Time to bring out the
sprays and powders. Then the
tomato worms appear. We pick
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them off and stomp them onto
the earth with a vengeance.
Work every day - one day
missed and an invader takes
hold. A watering routine is es-
tablished. _

“Time passes. Then comes
the harvest. Suddenly there are
so many zucchini we are sup-
plying the neighbors - smart
people - they have no garden!
All those cucumbers must be
made into pickles in a 90 de-
gree kitchen.

“The enjoyment comes with
fresh tomatoes for salads and
the blooming flowers which
enhance the view and seem to
enjoy their own existence.

“In the fall as the vegetable
garden seems to have worked
itself to ‘old age’ the pantry
shelf is full with jars of pickles,
tomatoes and string beans and
the freezer is filled.
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Few outdoor activities are
more rewarding and as easily
availably as attracting butter-
flies to a well-designed butter-
fly garden. A successful garden
must provide food, water and
cover for the butterflies.

The butterfly garden must
take into account the food
preferences of the adult butter-
flies and their larva or caterpil-
lars. By providing nectar for
the adults and plants as food
for the larva you will have
greater numbers of butterflies.

The first step in designing a
butterfly garden is making a list
tterflies in-

Wetue 5w

flowers attract more

Lake Lifé, March 27, 1990

ing butterflies ho

lﬂ‘;r
| B B | LI-E

P 53

butterflies than others. Simple
flowers like the daisy and aster
or milkweed and viburnum are
preferred types. Double flow-
ered varieties of cultivated
flowers and white varieties are
inferior to single and colored
ones. Having a wide variety of
flowers is preferable to having
just a few. Flowers that pro-
duce the strongest scent usual-
ly produce the most nectar.
Different butterflies have a
different flower preferences. As

a rule, small butterflies visit
small flowers for nectar and
large butterflies prefer larger
flowers. Try to have plants with
staggered blooming seasons to
have flowers throughout the |
warm months. Flowering trees,
shrubs and vines should be in-|
cluded in your garden design.
A small area of shrubs will pro-
vide protection from rain and
* high winds and a safe place for
butterflies to sleep at night.
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encoged' come %r
garden with a feeding platform
holding mashed overripe ba-

nanas or papayas.

A good butterfly garden will
provide a place for butterflies
to drink. A drinking station can
be the saucer of a bird bath
with sand added to reduce its
depth. Add a rock in the center
for a resting place. A large flow-
er pot saucer will work as well.

Larval food plants must be
tailored to specifit butterflies.
Some plants are hosts to sever-
al different butterflies, but of-
ten each species requires its
own plant. You must remem-
ber that these plants will be
chewed on if you are success-
full. Resist the urge to protect
these plants from caterpillars.
Birds and other predators are
quick to eat them so fewcater-
pillars get large enough to do



Xenscapmg saves water and 5011

Want to save time, cncrgy,
money? Who doesn’t?

It has been said that
“through Xeriscaping you can
save yourself maintenance time
and cut back drastically on
your water bill”, a clear case of
killing two birds with one
stone. Right?

It was with high hopes for a
beautiful flower garden that
members of Floral Garden
Club worked to prepare the
soil and set plants to give
blooms of red, white, and blue
in front of the Floral City Post
Office last spring. The exces-
sive heat of summer 1989 and
subsequent watering restric-
tions took their toll. That beau-
tiful dream was a disappoint-
ment.

This year a different ap-
proach is planned. We shall be

called Xeriscape. A new w
It is pronounced as thouj
were spelled Zero-scape.
landscaping to use water Sp:
ingly and efficiently. It is wal
conservation by intelhgent se-
lection and use of plant materi-
ples are in-

o n'West Palm Beach,Florida

mulches, practice good mainte-
nance.

It is said that the amount of
water used can be reduced 10
percent to 80 percent by apply-
ing these principles. We shall
be working under the supervi-

sion of our Citrus County Hor-

ticultural Agent Tim Johnston.
Xeriscape principles were

first demonstrated m’@s@i&%

nine years ago and the idea has

swept the country since them.

(It seems we are returning to

using a fairly new method theway our ancestors used for
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and works for South Florida
Water Management District,
commonly called “Swiftmud”,
with their local office at 2303
W. Gulf-to-Lake Highway in In-
verness. You may secure infor-
mational materials from them‘
or from the Citrus |
cultural Exten

mhwayéils R
.also a fine article in the March
mofSouﬂaemlmngMam



Wildﬂowers bountiful |

FLORAL CITY GARDENM

ol ot

in our home county

¥ 03t

Floral Garden Club is:always
pleasantly informed and enter-
tained when Dimmock and Ly-
dia Steeves present one of their
outstanding slide programs on
wildflowers. Their pictures are
beautiful and their commen-
tary is very rewarding. With
s in mind, it was an automat-
reaction to ask Lydia {Mss.

S eves) to conm ithis
c%mn. Her reply .‘" b

Lydia Steeves.

fThere are apprcﬁ;ﬂajA[y
500 species of

orxda and half o

ats of the
North will not sumgz,m‘fmy of
the wildflowers of both the
tempe
maybe njoyed here. Thus, we

have the best of two wuldﬂower}*

worlds.

In January, we tread lightly
past a soft carpet of the low-
growing Innocence. In Febru-

ary, while the snow is still fall-

ing in the North, the tiny white
Field Pansy, a violet, makes its
first appearance, quickly fol-
lowed by the beautiful com-
mon bl;

they all ceme up together. First
the white flo of the Dew-
berry, thenahe little bells of

the Florida Blueberry.

e and the tropic zonesf,I

Violet. Suddenly

In marshy places, hundred of
Sun Dews begin to appear,
showing their little hairy arms
and sticky mouths, consuming
careless little insectsgArfew
steps away white-headed Bog
Pins and Hat Pins grow next to
the showy Butterwort with its
yellow green leaf rosettes and
violet blossoms.

Nearby in open water the
yellow buttercup-like Bladder-
wort rises on leafless stems.
Looking closely, you will see
the leaves just under the sur-
face; they're shaped like the

i _spokes of a wagon wheel.

n late February to early
h roadsides provid? the

-

and(the lyre-leafed Sage ap-

pear, casting shadows on the .
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m grass. Soon there
patches"of té col-
m You midy fifld) hete

the blossda®iof the
Zephyr-Lilly and‘the striking
yellow blooms of the Calliopsis
(coreopsis). Blue Flags stand
proudly in wet ditches.

At the time the "snow-birds"
return to the North, the exotic’
summer flowers appear. No
plant is more spectacular than
the Florida Cactus in bloom.
St. Johnswort is next, just be-
fore the magnificent white
Thistle Poppy. Among the ferns
deep in the woods, Jundreds
,,,4. c and small blooms s

Inall s 'dm
Qm cks, and ‘marshes of

Central Flonda are waiting to

expose the hidden beauty .



Bﬂ“ compost pile
lippings

your grass growing raster tnan
weeds? Do you have to mow and
mow and mow to have your lawn
looking like a park? Don’t be up-
set! Instead use all those lawn
clippmgs for a compost pile.
Compost is made by decompo-
sition of organic residues, such as
grass clippings, leaves, weeds
kitchen refuse. The organic
rial thus composed is then
used as a mulch or as a soil
amendment. Organic matter is an
1mportant source of nitrogen in
il. Its decomposition by soil
icro-organisms such as fungi,
eris mblds and earthworms

ndition of Flonda s min-
is improved by the addi-
anic matter. It makes
more porous and sandy
more moisture retentive.
Nutnent.s found in complete fer-
tilizers:are released more slowly
and are absorbed as needed by
plants
' The compost pile should be at
least 10 feet square and three to
five feet high. The top should
have a slight depression to hold
rain. Press down a layer of
leaves, grass clippings or other
matenal one foot deep

limestone.

Instead of the super-phos-
phate, five pounds of a complete
fertilizer such as 666 or 888
may be used. Add a layer of top-
j Repeat this proceum!tﬂthe

ﬁ’ﬁ

feet square and three

to five feet bigh. The

top should bave a

slight depression to

bold rain.

After three or four weeks mix
the dry and moist parts to insure
uniformity. In warm weather, the
compost should be ready for use

!m%s m

post without ddition of
Manure or ferﬁhm a lay-
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quaﬂm' of a super-phosphate —
limestone mixture. The pile may
be built up to three feet high. Ap-
ply -water frequently to keep ‘it
moist. Leaves composted this way

will g r,_eady to use in six
’m"ﬂr

3H‘Uﬂﬂmpost as you would use
3/ Broadcast over the gar-
i at least three weeks bef

' or mix it into the soi tz

3ﬂﬁa‘rate of about 25 pounds per
'100 square feet. Compost may
shredded before use to

The muscadine grape is native
to Florida and has been cultivat-
ed in the state for many years. In
recent times varieties of bunch
grapes have been developed that
also do well on Central Florida’ s

gndy soils.

Grapes are adapted to’ a wide
range of soils including those
suitable for citrus growing. Plant
bunch grape vines in February
eight feet apart on well-drai
soil, below the level th
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How to conservm&
in the home landscape

By Kathy Mueller
Floral Garden Club

Water is the life blood of
plants. It is needed for seed ger-
mination, plant growth, photosyn-
thesis, transport of nutrients and
control of plant temperature. The
demand on Florida’s water sup-
ply continues to grow. If home
owners are to continue to water
plants in their landscapes they
need to practice water conserva-
tion. More than half of the annual
normal 52 inches of rain falls
from June through September.
During winter and spring, lack of
rainfall is a serious problem.
Soils which have a low water
holding capacity make irrigation
essential.

Water only when plants need
watering. If the soil in the root
zone feels dry, additional water is
needed. Lawns should be wa-
tered at night or in early morning
when winds and temperatures
are low to prevent loss of water
from ev@poratlon

When watering, give the soil a
good s¢akmg Frequent light

result in shallow root
gh. are susceptible to
) y periods. Wetting

e he depth of six to
eight i allows the moisture
to penetrate into the soil where
reots can absorb it. Apply one
inch' of water every two weeks in
winter and weekly in summer.

Water should be applied only
as fast as the soil will absorb it.
Fast-flowing water runs off, car-
rying soil with it and exposing
roots. Efficient watering can be
accomplished with soaker hoses
and sprinklers.

Drip irrigation supplies plants
with constant moisture through
low pressure tubing installed on
or below the soil surface. By wa-
tering only the root zone, water is
saved, weeds are discouraged,
and plant growth is accelerated.

Using drought tolerant plants
is ‘another way to conserve water.
In areas of the yard too far from a

“hose, on sandy soil, or a terrain

where water drains off quickly,
drought tolerant plants are an al-
ternative.

Tips on Conserving Water

1. Increase mowing height of
lawn. This allows the grass to de-
velop a deeper root system.

2. Control weeds. Weeds use
water needed by other plants.

3. Reduce fertilizer applica-
tions. Growth increases water
need.

4. Improve soil The addition of
organic matter to sandy soil will

increase its water retenti
5. Mulch. Use 5 of
mulch on u and

shrubs.

6. Stretch the i 1&1’@1"9515 l%pveen
watering and soak

7. Ad prinklers'to avoid

wasting water on sidewalks, etc .
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Let native plants lie
where they are planted

Please resist the temptation to
dig up unusual plants you may
see while traveling. Whenever a
species, plant, animal or insect,
not native to the environment
and where natural controls are
not present, is introduced, big
trouble may lie ahead. Under the
right conditions it can spread like
wildfire. Examples are the Medi-
terranean fruit fly, fire ants,
“killer bees,” and the water hya-
cinths now clogging the water-
ways. So look, admire and let
them be, \lest you create a mon-
ster.

Have you ever thought of the
dandelion as an amazing plant?
Because of its deep tap root it
transports minerals, especially
calcium upward from deep layers
of soil and deposits them nearer
the surface. The Indians and ear-
ly settlers used the dandelion
plant as a spring tonic. In the ear-
ly spring the unopened buds
were cmted and cooked with
leeks as aﬁpemal treat. They are
rich in Vitamin A. The roots were
dried and ground to be used as

coffee by settlers. The Indi-
ans made pale yellow dye from
the blc ‘to use in their art
work. i

Du 1800s people plant-
ed certafnesensmve flowers in
- b shapie by which they could
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Gardeners live longer
— it’s a scientific fact.
Gardening gives relief

from tensions, fears

and worries. Stresses
disappear with the task
of preparing soil,
pianting, cultivation,

and barvest.

tell time during the daylight
hours. These flowers opened and
closed one after the other from
morning till night. It was thought
at the sun’s rising and setting
controlled them, but scientists
discovered that these flowers
have a natural “clock” inside
them. The flower clock may not
have been as accurate as our dig-
itals of today, but each one

opened and closed at nearly the
same chosen hour ez:&l
Gardeners live lo it's a

scientific fact. Garm‘

relief from tensions;
worries. Stresses di

the task of preparing
ing, cultivation, and




Garden club members
distribute decorations

By Marle Jones
Lake Life correspondent

Have you noticed the Christ-
mas decoratlons made and dis-
tributed by the floral garden club
membelp? This is the first year
for the project but we hope to im-
prove aqy *

Have you attended a meeting
. of the garden club this year?
Meeti are the second Friday
of each month September

through June at the community
building next to the fire station

starting at 1 p.m. We have a com-
mittee to welcome you at the
door and they need to be kept
busy. |

I'd like to share some interest-
ing facts and dispel a couple of
myths. tgs week. Weeds — the
dictionary says a weed is “a plant
of no value,” but every plant has
some redeeming features. Thick
gmwth f‘ weeds prevent

sion s 'f&
tems b ak up hard sm}
plants with deep root syste

[ mmerals and trace ele-

tunists. efore they were tamed

weeds. Weeds in some
sources of medicines,
other useful products.
atures depend on weeds
, but humans also eat
chico-

ds
mr foliage

ir fruit fascinating
r blossoms welcome
bursts of color.

Meetings are the

second Friday of each

month September

through June at the

d expand nextyear. . . -

community building.

~ Parasites — a plant that draws

sustenance from others and sup-
plies no ‘benefit in return. Some,
like Spanish moss, attach them-
selves to others only to gain bet-
ter exposure to sunlight. They
take nothing from their hosts.
One of our most familiar Christ-
 decorations — mistietoe — is
rching plant:iliving on

branches of trees and shrubs. Its -

seeds reach their position
through the courtesy of birds

~which eat the berries, then de-

posit the sticky seeds on branch-
es. The plant is able to make its
otwn foodm(xt hat: el&ofgelwll) but
it must tap in ’s pi

AP watelh =2 T
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GARDEN CLUB
WHAT IS IT?
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Garden clubs’ are part of a large famﬂy

The Féderated Garden Clubs

are part of a large family! We |

are the Floral Garden Club,
one of several garden clubs in

Citrus County. Citrus County |

garden clubs are part of Dis-

trict V, just one of twelve dis- |
tricts within the Florida Federa-

tion of Garden Clubs.
In District V, we have two

district meetings each year.
Here the objectives of the Na-
tional Council of State Garden |
Clubs are stressed and infor-

mation is given to local clubs.
The National Council is divid-

ed into eight regions. Florida is

in the Déep South Region.

~‘exchiange of ideas. There
are Federated Garden Clubs in

all 50 states and in the national
capitol area. There are affiliate
organizations all over the
world.

The two magazines which
each garden club member re-
ceives from the National Coun-

- cil and Florida Federation keep

us informed about all phases

-4 of garden club work. The first
- ':ﬁz;"é‘r’ ~ garden club in the United
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States was formed in Ath-
ens,Georgia in 1891! The Flo-
ral Garden Club, whose motto
is "PUT THE FLORAL BACK IN
FLORAL CITY," will be celebrat-
ing the centennial with further
civic beautification projects.
'*ru..i HL

This information was submit-
ted by our local prqﬁdcm
Mary Pritchard.
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oral Garden Club installs ofﬁ&rs

he Floral Garden Club met at
e Central Motel Restaurant in

ie club for the next two years
1l be president Dorothy Clark,
rst vice president Kathy Mugl-

pasley, secretary Carolyn Gazza-
, and treasurer Arlene Sokol.
ough the leadership is differ-

until September,

ojects which the members are

involved ” in" will continue
- ughout the summer months.

arcia Beasley has signed up

b 1ldmg and hbrary as to water

needs and weeding. Hopefully,

June, July and August will pro- :

duce an abundance of rainfall
(preferably in daily showers) and
the mulch we have applied will
discourage weed growth.

In cooperation with the road
department, wild flower seeds
were planted along County Road
48 from Duval Island Road to the
entrance of the Department of
Transportation. Lack of moisture
delayed seeing any results thus
far, but now that the rainy season
has arrived and taking an opti-

, mistic view the seeds will germi-
iy ! nate and next year the roadside
e:

will be ablaze with color.

Our aim is to put “Floral” back
in Floral City. As funds permit
and men/women power are avail-
able we will be broadening our
scope of plantings. Wouldn't it be
nice to see a blanket of blossoms
beneath the canopy of oaks?

The Floral Garden Club meets’
the second Friday of every month
September through May-at-1p.m.
in the Community Building (lo+
cated between the fire station
and library on C.R. 48 also know.
as Orange Ave.). We invite both
men and women of the communi-
ty to come to a meeting and see
what we are all about. Our pro-
grams are interesting and varied;
covering subjects of community
interest as well as information
about flora and fauna. We even
have fun times — this past year
we enjoyed a bus trip to Selby
Gardens, a super-duper salad
luncheon Christmas party and
even as you are reading this
plans are being formulated for
our next year's'programs. Won’t
you come join us'on September
13. That is a Friday the 13th, but
we guarantee wﬁhng Wu noth-
ing but good tidings.
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The new officers for the Floral Garden Club for the next two years are
pictured left to right: Dorothy Clark, president; Arlene Sokol, trea-
surer; Carolyn Gazzano, secretary; Marcia Beasley, second vice
president; and Kathy Mueller, first vice president. The next club
meeting will be Friday, Sept. 13.
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ber of 1956 the first
of the Floral Garden

In Oct
meeting

1 ”gThe Dlstrlct Five
2e was hosted by the
The club continued
munity beautifica-
a club project and
d increased to 53
members. Since 1970, the club

Garden Club is full of history

bers have volunteered with

month of their choice, Sep-
tember through June, of placing
an arrangement in the Floral City
Library for the enjoyment of the
community.

For several years the club fur-
nished volunteers to set up and
monitor the flower show at the

ty fair in joint collaboration
with the other garden clubs in
the county. When the park dis-
trict requested the club take an
active part in landscaping the en-
ce to the new park south of
Flpral City, plants were pur-
and many hours of work
were devoted to getting it ready
for the dedication ceremomes
Once established the park distri¢
took over the mamtenan e. .

ed lover the years in cel"
of Arbor Day to e
angscape at the park

club sponsors two s
from the Floral City Ele

36

School to attend Camp Wekiva
for a summer session.

Myriad work shops have been
enjoyed in past years covering
such subjects as arranging dried
material, making wreaths and
door swags, contrived flowers
from corn husks, containers and
mechanics of flower show ar-

rangements.
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we tend to move as qui-
ible; doing as little

elect to emain indoors eatmg
cool salads and sipping cool
here is nothing wrong
with that, but we cannot ne-
glect our roses. They also want
to be as comfortable as possi-
ble.

The rosarian should keep up
a regular schedule of care if the
roses are to produce. The sum-
mer blooms will be smaller but
with proper care the bushes
will go into Fall in a healthy
condition enabling them to
produee those larger, more in-
tensely colored blooms that
beg to be placed on a show ta-

. forine, a favored product If
me a problem, an
-coufd be used in

: ater soluble fertilizer

COMMUNITY LIFE

such as Peters, Rapid-Grow or
Miracle-Gro could be added at
the same time giving the bush
a quick foliar feeding.

If spider mites become a
problem, hook a water wand
or a spray nozzle on the end of
hose and drown the pesky lit-
tle things. The spider mite
does its dirty work before you
discover him so it is a good
idea to wash your bushes rou-
tinely (be sure to wash under-
neath the leaves) as the weath-
er gets hotter so that the mite
will not get a foot-hold. (2) Af-
ter a good rain or a thorough
watering the day before, apply
granular fertilizer once a
month. One-half the monthly
allowance may be applied
twice a month. Water in well

 after application. (3) Mulch.

Keep root zone cool, con-
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serve moisture and keep down
weeds with a good mulch of at
least four inch thickness. Pine
straw makes an excellent
mulch. It doesn’t break down
or pack as fast as some and it
allows fertilizer and water to
penetrate to the soil better. A
mixture of pine straw and oak
leaves is good. Just make sure
the ratio of straw is greater
than that of leaves. (4) Water. If
the rains don’t come, we must
water. Water well every other
day during the hottest weather.
Conserve water by wate:ing

water during heat of ¢
wastes water and ¢
harm the bushes. /
al overhead shov
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Members of tlilé P‘l:)ral City

Garden Club packed a brown

bag lunch and went ‘picnicing

on their regular meeting day in
ovember.

On that day I learned a new
word - Platycerium. No, this is
not a big, lumbering sea mon-
ster. Platycerium are ferns. Not

just any ferns, but staghorn _

ferns and some of them grow
10 enormous size. The plants
are native to tropical Africa,
Asia, Australia and South Amer-
ica. In their native habitat - the

on trees by attaching hair-like

oots to the bark. In doing so,
they do not injure the tree for
they are not parasitic. They are
epiphytic, or air plants, like
some of the bromeliads we
wrote about recently. The
name which comes from the

¢ know the plants as Stag-
, Elkhorn, or Moosehorn

 smallest (Platycerium
Madagascariense) averages 9 to
inches wide and long, and a
Ak,» , e W may
dce 1 shield frond spread

t0 7 feet across, and 4 to
ettall, with fertile fronds that
ang 5 to 6 feet long.

FLORAL
®

e Platycerium

forest - these ferns grow

CITY GARDEN CLUB
.

iy

home and grounds where we
were graciously received. Mr.
Rumore kindly introduced us

-to his many plants. Of the 18

known species mentioned ear-
lier, he has 10 different variet-
ies and has lost count of the
number of individual plants.

some of these he started a year
or two ago, some much longer,
and some gift plants are 15 and
20 years old. These last are
quite huge. I wish I could in-
troduce you to each species, as
we were so privileged, but
space will not permit.

: Allof%plamsaré“ kirees
in the grounds surr ing

the homé;;muse
plants, in , are

39

raised and lowered by means ns

Oﬂﬁ_ & “ V. Si - th : -
ore’s have no greenhouse at

present, all the veryylarge

plants must be dur

ing our colder weather. At that
time, they are lowered to the
ground - thanks to the pulleys

-and then covered to protect

them as much as possible. He
must be doing an excellent job
for he has an outstanding dis-

play,of these tender giants.
m'lﬁahc -club. who




by Kathy Mueller
Floral City Garden Club

\
ing dogwood is native
to the eastern part of the Unit-

Florid? dogwoods flower
during February and March.
Native dogwoods require four
to six years of gro'thh before
flowering. Dogwood leaves
turn rusty red before falling
and are accented by clusters of
eight to sixteen berries.

0 s are no

| of o’rqfnded droughj periods.
W

|

provide background fpr other
plants such as azaleas.
oods grow
well-drained organic| slightly
acidic soils. They require bright
light for maximum floyering.

ees can
e of the
year if proper care is provided.
The planting holes must be

best in

larger than the root and
th e should be ted at
the depth at which it was

wn. The tree should be wa-

tered oroughly aftef planting
and a to three inch layer of
mulch applied. Kgep the
mulch away from the frunk.

tolerant

ter often during the first

a flowering dogwobd

week after planting and when
rainfall is not adequate thereaf-
ter. This encourages a deep
root system.

Little fertilization is needed
the first year and over-fertiliza-
tion can injure the young tree.
Established dogwoods need
one to one and a half pounds
of 16-4-8 fertilizer annually.
Distribute the fertilizer on the
surface beneath the tree cano-
py and water thoroughly.

Staking newly planted trees
and wrapping the trunks with
a tree wrap material will pro-
tect the trees from injury and
entry of borers. Prote:
sprays during the spring
summer are helpful.
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By Kathy Mueller
Floral Gardep Club

Have all you former northern
apple growers decided you're
limited to growing citrus and ba-
nanas in Florida? Well, recently
apple varietips have been grown
in Gainesville and Leesburg,
Florida.

Anna. Ein Shemer, and Dorsett
Golden applé¢s are best adapted
to these aregs. They have a cold
requirement |in the range of 300
to 400 hours elow 45 degrees F.

Anna and Kin Shemer fruit and
leaf well in Central Florida. Anna
is shaped like the Red Dellclous
and is swee}l to semi-acid. Bi

flavor. Dorsejt Golden was m 0

nation and t is recommenéed
that two cultjvars, such.as Anna
and Dorsett
together. Alsp. growers are ad-
vised to obtaip cultivars grown on
suitable root $tock.

Apples grow best if planted on
a fertile sandy loam soil with
good water and air drainage. The
trees may be planted anytime
during the drmant season. late

ke Life, Wednesday, April 3, 1991

is hope for aple
ers in Cltl'llS County

P ‘ _with oil in Jan.

olden, are-planted

the nursery. After planting, make
a soil ring around the hole’s edg-
es and fill with water to settle the
soil around the roots. Water
should be applied weekly during
dry periods.

An area two feet from the trunk
of the tree may be mulched to
control weeks, Apply 10-10-10 fer-
tilizer evenly under the tree can-
opy in Jan. and June at a rate of
one-half pound per year for each
year of the tree's age. '

Two year old trees should be
pruned to develop a strong
framework. Later, pruning
be necessary to maintain
_sired shape and to remwe

wood. -

Shemer is yellow and has a u{. ot : ~Apple trees are m‘ﬁble to

ekly intervals. Spray scale in-



By Kathy Mueller ‘ |
Lake Life correspondéru

The Camellia, a native of the
Orient, has been part of the
southern landscape for200years‘
Special |care in re to expo-
sure, soil modlﬁcatlon and wa-
is necessary to have suc:
growth and flowering of
Camellias in Central Florida. ;

reens accent
groupmgs |

en foliaga’
] Camellias[
landscape plants. :
y ‘acnd fertile soils high

‘an area that is pro}ected from

vinds-but where the air
eely Plantings under
ees or on the north or we
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cial care needed
for Florida C

amelha

sxde df buildings are
Jured less by cold tem

When planting a Cal

usually in-

ratures.
ellia, the

hole should be eight iniches deep-

eﬁ‘ and 12 inches wide
root ass of the plant]
best planted from

heat. The plants sho

r than the
Camellias
November

‘Fe ruary so the ro¢ts become
established before the summer
1ld be set

in tl}e soil at the sanje depth as

thpy were grown and
least five feet apart.
three inch layer of m
d ce}emperature fl

a ‘d conserve water.

lFrehuent and ligh
tions of an acid-formi
such as 6-66 or 8-88
made<to the planting
tloqs are recomme
growth be h
ﬁrst rowth flushymj
and early winte
Mants well before ah

1zjng

EnoLgh water
plied in dry periods
soil to a depth of 18 i
cou

planted at
A two to
ch will re-
ctuations

t applica-
fertilizer
should be
. Appli-
before
after the
dsummer,

r the
fter fertil-
8185

N

wet the
hes to en-




ake Life correspondent

The pecan ﬁs native to |Ameri

' clay subsoil.
' well-drained,

e soil should be
t water-logged or

ca. Indians traded pecans w subject to f1 ng
settlers for tools and trinkets. Tn ' Pecan trees khould be planted
is way, the traders moved the | from DecemHer to February.
pecan from s native range in | When pecans |are transplanted,
Texas and the Mississippi Valley | the roots should be kept moist. If
0 the eastern states. The ﬁrst | the root system dries out, the tree
can nursery Was eSfﬂbll%hed in \ usually dies. The trees should be
1772. | planted 60 feet|apart.
The pecan qree can be grown |  Dig the planfing holes two feet
throughout Florida, but the best | wide and thref feet dee to ac-
eommereial production is-the ' commodate th¢ pecaliiseedlings.

rtherngpart of thegsta
e homeowner, the pec
beautiful, large-growing shade
ce. [Pthe recommended var «t-
ies are planted, some pec

: pmduced 7

l Spread the

conserve mois-

er for every year of age of the
tree, up to 55 pounds, should be
broadcast under each tree in

ns| ‘have a problem With
ency and if the fertiliz-
s not contain zxmhr

ounces of zine oxide per tree
be applied the first two
reafter, apply one

& ﬁé?(ree each } bmad-
mpe tree. 0

1 is very i on

trees. The water

ring in in place for at

least r and water should be

applied very week during the
growing season if no rain occurs.
The young tree should not be al-
lowed to wilt. :

The new tree’s growth should
be forced into a central leader
system the first year. Cut off all
other buds and force one shoot.
The first limbs should be five to
six feet about the ground. All
sucker growth below five to six
feet should be pruned off. Three
or four limbs should be spread
around the trunk every 18 inches.
After the second or third year, lit-
tle prumng should be required.

eeans are usually harvested
he

sber and November.

bearing, producmg a large crop
one year, a small crop:the
year. In a year that
ubwfev;pecans, it incre
foud reserve to p'. -




Lake Life corresponde‘Tu

Most new-comers to Florida
picture themselves stepping out
into their yard and picking orang-
es for breakfast Ju1c¢ Howeyer,
the home citrus gm\yer,p{ﬂtdﬁ
disadvantage with -to the
climate in north and 'west Flori-
da. 1t is |[probable that 24.degree
temperature and lower,will occur
every year.

While [a grower cannot control
the climate, there are several fac-
tors which can 1ncrease the sur-
vival chances of a c1trus tree in
this area. Selection of the proper
variety, planting site, and good
maintenance will enable a tree to‘
withstand freezing temperatures

Citrus should be planted on the
south side of the house as most
freezes and winds arp from the\

I maximum heat absorp-\
ees should be watered‘
well several days before a pre-
dicted freeze as moist soil ab-
sorbs more heat then dry soil. ‘
For the first several winters
young trees should have sur-
rounding|soil banked up over the
bud union and lower trunk. Trees
should be covered at night with
blankets or other material.
Trifoliate orange is the most
cold-hardy citrus, followed by
kumquat, satsuma, calamondin,
sour orange mandarin, and sweet
orange. Sweet oranges grown in
this area|are navel, Hamlin, and

pl#nt is showy when co
fruit. The satsuma trefe
ous, medium-small, groductive

Parson Brown. These oranges
mature early to be picked before

arins mclude‘ Darcy and |
Robinso tangermes and Orlan-\

iR 4 follqtﬂwnge
Ur orange as second
| ‘

- Calamondin is tmOSt used
asa ouseplant. The dwarf, busy

is vigor-

d cold resistant. Sjatsuma is

pted to regions top cold for
otlher citrus.
Kum‘quat exceeds satsuma in

By Kathy Muelier
Florql Garden Club

grower and the sight of his 2,000
hisbiscus plants was awesome.

Each of the shrubs, grown on
hardy rootstock, is named. Mr.
Bolton informed us|of the fact
that there are over 9,000 named
varieties of hibisclis, some of
which he originated. [The thought
of propagating, spraying, feeding
and just worrying about 2,000
bushes is mind-boggling.

There was a veritable kaleido-
scope_of
yelld“f‘
fro ﬁr ‘and pal pmk to ori-
ental o ‘and m
vorites were the huge white dou-
ble bloom, a brilli

cold resistance. The tms bloom
after other
dormant in late fa_ﬂummbutmg
to their col¢
quat is a shrubby evergreen tree
which bears large numbers of
showy yellow to orange oval fruit.

citrus,angd-become
The kum-

Wednesday, October 30; 1991, Lake Life, Page I3A'

and a mammoth orange and yel-
low, named, appropriately, Flori-
da Sunset.

In the extensive yard around
the Bolton’s home were a num-
ber of exotic plants of interest to
the club members and their
guests. Staghorn ferns and bro-
meliads were among the unusual
species to be enjoyed, but the
greatest attraction was a potato
vine making its way up an enor-
mous tree. Several “potatoes”
hung high above at the top of the
vine.

After viewing and purchasing
the hibiscus plants, the garden
club members gathered on the
lawn under the trees for an out-
door luncheon mee i
of business dlscuss&
flower show to be
March 1992 by the Floral Ga

Club in conjunction M&B"s
rus Garden Club. e
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After dinne

Don’t th:}ow away
ange seeds, that avoca-
e pineapple top. Save
that milk carton, cpffee can,|

astic container. Punch
ttom of

\
builder’s sand. Nowi
: to become an af-

in tepid

in a con-

e of half potting soil,
half humus and a handful of
sand. Cover the seeds with
one-half inch humus and water
gently. Place on a sunny win-
dowsill and water frequently.

Plant an avocado pit, base
‘down, two-thirds into a mix of
two-thirds potting soil, one-
third humus and a handful of
vermiculite. Leave the tip ex-
posed, add tepid water, and
with a glass to keep in
the moisture. When the first
sprout appears, add one-h

lﬂ(}_b hi 1mus. i <5 ! i’a‘tc
- Pineapple tops grow well in
al e of one-half potting
soil, one-fourth humus, and
one-fourth dried coffee

£ |
S

COMMUNITY LIFE

géu‘dens with leftovers

Dp up to
.|Use one-
fertilizer

Coffee cans with a holes

punched in the bottgm make
good plant pots. If you paint
them, be sure to keep any
paint from inside s es. Milk

| cartons cut to one-third their

sizie ake excellent|starting
s. The carton cah be cut
aw: en transplanting seed-
lm$s uice can lids 3re good
for screening holes in| the bot-
of pots and add |minerals
soil when they rjst.

ys use tepid water when
ring your plants|and fol-

46

low the directions on the fertil-
izer containers. Gradually in-
crease light as the newly

. sprouted plants mature.

After-dinner gardeners will
find many fruit and vegetable
seeds that can be grown in the
home. Experiment with man-
goes, loquats, or papayas. A
pomegranate will produce a
small shrub and grape seeds
will become vines to surround
a window.

The above was contributed
by Kathy Mueller, Master Gar-
dener. For more inl n,
you may contact her at 726-
6143. v's
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By Kathy Mueller
Special to Lake Life

|
? Not too long ago,
| growing ids i

was considered as o

as flying to the moon.
- moon has been mo
- than many house plar

There are orchids
duce spray
ers with si

i - provide h

midity by placing

thepotso a rack over a tray

- containing gravel and water.
Several pptting mixtures

may
- be used, sich as fir bark and
| tree fern,
€ da fiber neg¢d less frequent wa-
~ tering and little or no fertilizer.

t plants in osmun-

Clay or plastic pots with large

~drainage Holes are used, but

dowcllmcedar

- will tolerate occasional varia-

i- tions of 10

a-  cooler. Cirg

- portant to juccess with orchids

- as most 0f1:

e In hot we

' rected awj
will provideg

degrees warmer or
fulation of air is im-

em are air plar':.
er a small fan Ji-

air movement.

ly from the plants

Artificial heat and air condi-
tioning tend to dry the air, so
plants will need more water. If
a pot feels light-when picked
up, it generally needs water.
Small pots dry out more quick-
ly than larger ones. Always use
tepid water. Misting the air
around the plants will increase
humidity.

Select a mature orchid plant
that has flowered from a repu-
table orchid nursery in your
area. You'll find many within
your budget and, with care, the
one you choose will give you
pleasure for many years.

Our active gambn‘ club mem-
ber and M Gard;ger
Kathy Mueller, h ntr d
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Bromeliads-c:

Earlier in this column we
mentioned using various
“dinner| left-overs” as garden
material, Pineapple tops were
suggested. The top we planted
last spring in regular commer-
cial planting soil is growing
rapidly,-It, like the Spanish
moss, is|abromeliad. A beauti-
ful and colorful bromeliad giv-
’ en,te;me last year had “pups”
this yea rand, in separate pots,
tbm d four flourishing new

gly a representative
-,i rom Floral Garden
a?g ttended the Pasco Coun-
ty Bron
hdd souy
We felt
people 1
informati
to very tmy ones ,
the hundreds on d ‘jay
for sale. Yes, we brought sever-
al home v e g
Now Kathy Muellef, our fel-
low clubber and Master Gar-
dener, tells more ut Brome-
liads as houseplants T‘:ombining
bnlhant bloom and ornamen-
tal foliage with the ability to
live under adverse konditions
in the home, bromeliads make
excellen| houseplants Painted

reliad Soci ty s sale
th of New Port: Rxchey

| 30 00

GARDEN uB'

kT 198
Jd:l B olad *

ve inside

’ tmadbhgq(den
b large that

outdoors.

air plants growing high
: have an ex-

ored. Bromeliads
an wmdow Set
‘damp gravel-filled |tray to pro-
vide drainage and|humidity. A
\we 1 drained porpus potting

such as osmunda or fir
‘b will suit them|or they may
be atta of bark or

S e ang

‘under a faucet.

dnc t VE ‘-MQ‘
: ‘r: Sprifg ‘When' thie
have at least three leavés, cut
them off and pot them individ-
ually. Keep the temperature
and humidity high around the
small plants. Generally, the
off-shoots will flower in a year
or two.
Bromeliads are inexpgnsive
buy is a m
t six . -m




Would you like a pet you can
talk to? One you don’t have to
take out and walk? A pet you can
leave alone for a weekend or
even a week wjthout a care? That
doesn’t need feeding every day?
A house plant fis just the thing for

10 degree drop at
or most plants. In
and heated hous-
ree inch layer of

when necessary
r. Apply water un-
til it runs ouf the bottom of the
pot, then empfy the saucer. Some
plants should| be watered when
the soil beconies dry to the touch,
while others need to be watex;ed

A good potting soil should be
to hold the plant,
have good nutrient holding ca-
and the texture should al-

Y ly. Foliage plants
grow bes mixture containing
thigh ‘level |of organic matter
‘ u‘ch asq':eat Cacti andr§ucct$
ents do"Vell in sandy soils.

ving interior plants

ilized every two or
tEreeﬁJ!’o,lthxa- During ‘winter
months or in low.light, reduce the
frequency of féeding’ ' There are
‘many special house plant feﬂihz—

motes healthy growth‘ controls
pests, and keeps the plants look-
ing attractive.

New plants can be grown from
leaf or stem cuttings. Insert a leaf
with one inch of stem or a three
to six inch lengih of stem from a
healthy plant into a rooting medi-
um of oneshalf peat amgdpne-half
perlite: Water and covertitheseut-

" tings with a plastic w

container where it is
indirect light. Soon, Yo'l ‘ha
collection of house plant



- By Marie

Lake Life
Welco

about s\ cling and th

Jones
orrespondeﬁt

e to our wj nter resi-
e are back to talkmg
s time it is

citrus seeds. With very
mon, grapefruit, or-
u nquat seeds will
0'tiny trees which make

thé seeds, wash
ghly in water to re-

ny vestige of pulp. Using

[~—r

';Llfe, De cember 11, 1991

Vo

,GMMUN!?" LlFE

11 pots and moist pptting soil,
inizrt o or three seefls in each
pot to a depth of about %2 inch.
Pléce e pots in a wgrm sunny
window and keep the [soil moist
but not wet. When the| seedlings
have four or more trfie leaves,
pull out all but the sturdiest plant
in each pot.

en the roots begi
through the drainage hole mv
bo om of the pot, shift toal )
pot. In a couple of mon
J»ck he plant out of the pot-to
seé if the soil is fairly. pvell filled

| -P‘WMWP@?IB

Wl

— b s e

g allowmg
them 0 become root bpund until

50

a month w1th any balanced plant

food. Cltrus n ‘pb‘t develo |
~into. st ‘

“‘m
walk by will release a pleasant

odor. Most potted eitrus will flow-
er but don’t expect it to bear fruit
unless you set it outside and let
the bees and other insects polle-
nize it for you. If you set it out-
doors when you leave for the
summer, do rememberthal

ed. Keep 1t on a shaded h or
in a sheltered eomer ¢



SOURCES| FOR HELP
AND
MISCELLANEQOUS SUBJECTS
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It's that time of year! Have
you been working in your gar-
den again now that the weath-
er is cooler? Do you have ques-
tions? Aphids on your plants?

Fleas on your pets?
over the yard?

There is a place right in Inv-
erness where all these ques-
tions and thousands of others
will be answered if you ask.

As Kathy Mueller says in the
following:

“If you're a Citrus County
gardener, you'll discover a irea-
sure trove of free information
at the Citrus County Extension
office to help you grow a lone
house plant or a garden of sev-
eral acres.

“You'll learn how to plant,
feed, and mow your lawn.
There are publicatio
ing irrigation, turf
diseases, and preparing your
lawn for drought.

“There are fact sheets on

Antsall'

riding mowers, lawn and gar-
den tractors, sprinkler systems,
and power spray equipment.
“The Vegetable (Garden
Guide will tell you which vari-
eties df vegetable cr
grow, planting date
depth and spacing, and days to
harvest. There is material on
garden planning,soil
tion, pests and diseases, and
fact sheets about individual
vegetables.
“Improve your homie land-
scape with publications on de-
sign, maintenance, and propa-
gation. There is material per-
taining to water and | energy
conservation. You'll find which
ornamental plants and trees
are appropriate for-your area

and budget.
“Shrubs for shady| areas,
drought tolerant, and

FLORAL CITY GARDEN CLUB

erant plants are the subjects of
some of the bulletins. There
are descriptions of native trees
and ornamentals, vines, and
palms. You'll find information
on selection, culture, and
propagation of house plants
from ferns to orchids.”

The Citrus County Extension
office is at the Citrus County
Agricultural Center on South
Highway 41, next to the
“jailatorium”. The telephone
number is 726-2141 or stop in
the office and ask about your
problem.

You will find a knowledge-
able person at the front desk. It
sounds as if the extension ‘de-
partment will furnish, all that’s
needed for a great lawn and
garden except the plants and
the sweat and elbow grease.



the guest amved
anquet begum

mayed, b‘m after accegting gra-
ciously, sh~ picked up knife

ids are

oms as I

the day before they began to
wilt, |

pladed them in salt water for a
short ﬁmzc then drained them,
dlpp?.(f m in bcaﬂen eges,
then flour and cornmeal and
fried them in butter. They
shrivel very little when cooked.

and ba_cgn The, _aré.us‘
in bread rolls. Amaranth
grew profu ely in M ‘i:o, ut
Toni says, ‘‘when Cortez con-

quered Mexico, he tried to de-
succeed because the lant re-|
seeds itself. I find seve il plants
in different pots It
is used in cquntries whexe
there is dry climate an pover-
ty Doesn’t need any care.”
leal for xens}copmg

% agree?

arge were puzzled '

checked for insects,

i3 | i»\:
i

Toni Meyer, my neighbor
and fellow |garden clubber,
uses both quash and pumpkin

blossoms and declares you
should pick only the male blos-
soms (yes, there are both male
and female blossoms on the
same vine) not only because
they taste better, but the male
blossom will not bear fruit. She
dips hers in egg, crumbs or
batter and fries in bacon fat.
Toni says, “] like them stuffed
with bread dressing (add left—-
over meat or crisp bacon for
flavor.) For a nice tasty hors
d’oeuvre, tuck in the top of the
blossom after stuffing - to make
a heart shape. Then fry. Always
makes for conve on. Elder-
berry blossoms may. ﬁ‘lso be
dipped in batter and ;

Toni makes this QUI)OH
Salade: Chop several fresh to-
matoes, add snipped mint and

Did you
blossoms in salad? Or its seeds
plcklcd5 id you ever car
rose pe r violets? We from
the North miss our sprmg dan-
delions’ for greens, either
cooked or i saladﬁ The heads
may be frie orusedmwmc
Many plants are fun to use. Just
besuretheoncyouuspxsnot

FLORAL CITY GARDEN CLUB '

er try nasturtium

parsley, chopped green onion,
a few tablespoons of wheat

germ, lemon juice to taste and
a little salad oil. Sounds good,
doesn’t it?

“Chives, garlic leaves, and/or
parsley, chopped or snippcd
can be added to most green
salads. Mint can be used in
your own tea, either hot or
cold. Comfry and mint make
good iced teas. Purslane leaves
stripped from the stems may
he added to tossed salad or
used as an individual salad
with Italian dressing,” she said.

Toni has Amaranth growing
m her garden which she says

“not only a showy ‘but
its maroon blossc
leaves are edible. Leaves

.. cooked like turnip grecns are

more tender and tasty than tur-



Any recept

By Marie Jones
Lake Life correspondent

A vase is a vase is a vase! You
| can turn any receptacle into a
flower container. If it is not wa-
terproof, line it with a jar or plas-
tic container, anything that will
hold water and can be concealed
inside the receptacle itself.

SWOTT

‘If flowers bave beavy

blooms, carry them
bead down from the

garden to prevent

blooms from snapping.

Here are a few hints to help
you enjoy your cut flowers long-
er. If flowers have he

bubbles can stop the
ter into the stems.

al hours or over ni
tion them.

There are some exceptions tol
the above and must be handled a
little differently. Flowers such as
dahlias and other hallowed stem
flowers must have the |ends of the
stems seared right after cutting to
prevent wilt. To insure lavish in-/
take of i r by woody stemmed-

_flowess.like gardenias, mash the

acle can
become a flower vas

bottor wo inches of the]
stemmed flowers with a hammer
' nging in the water.

To straighten the bent stem of
a heavy headed bloom, insert a
toothpick through the center of
the bloom and into the stem. To
keep ‘
blooms like chrysanthemums

hing off, drip hpt candle

bearing stamen from
such as lilies.
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aring in this
are written by various
members of the Floral Garden
Club. My name an{i picture

serve only as a logo to identify
. icle on

The articles appe

the series e last
rdening’’ was
hleen Mueller
was accidently

the cor)umn was
e apologize to

eller (pr(Jnounced
an officer df the Flo-
ral Garden Club and an active
home gardener. She is nearing
the end of the Maste Garden-
er course which she {describcs
in the following article. =~
RIDA MASTER F‘rARDEN-

lay morriing :ﬁfor ﬁ
0" weeks, a group of

‘the Citrus |

Page 14A, Lake Life, Wm £

twenty adult students pick up
their books and converge on
ounty Agricultural
Center. These people are fu-
ture Florida Master Gardeners
being taught by Mr. Tim
Johnston, Citrus County Horti-
culturist.

Master Gardeners are adult
volunteers trained at the coun-
ty level by IFAS co-op exten-
sion service personnel. IFAS is
the Institute of Food and Agri-

Master Gardener program in

1979. The first counties partici-
pi{%gin’f%&hc program werg};;rj

Brevar , Dade and Manatee.
Florida’s program is based on
the Master Gardener program
of the state of Washington
where it originated in 1972.
Since its inception in Florida,
one half of all the counties
have trained and graduated
classes of Master Gardeners,
until today there are over
1,000 Master Gardeners state-
wide. ‘ ‘

After serving one year, Mas-
ter Gardeners may enlist for
further one year terms. They
may answer gardening ques-
tions and solve plant problems
of Ci Gounty residents who
) the Extension office or
telephone. Master

ners «

may also conduct
55

oY tood
FLORAL CITY GARDEN CLUB 1

N

cultural Sciences of the Univer-
sity of Florida and these per-
sonnel are, in effect, teachers
of the university. Upon com-

pletion of their intensive in-
struction the unp 3-;:) un-
teers are certified Master Gar-
deners qualified t6/perfBii 50
hours of community servi cn’

wid L4U10N.
TANOY I

The state of Florida began its

pla.nt clinics and non-
strations or exhibitio '

The course of study to'btain
~ the Master Gardener certifica-
tion:includes the cultivation of

, fruits and vegetables and the

proper installation and care of
turf grasses. Most important in
growing plants in Florida, and
Citrus County in particular, is a
knowledge of the various types®
of soils in Central Florida's
plant hardiness zone 9 in
which we live. Plant pathology
and entomology, or plant dis-
eases and pests, are courses
which help answer gardening
questions throughout the year.
Master Gardeners must be able
to create a landscape plan and
know the proper plants to use
in it. :

If you want to lcﬁ%’v ore
about plants and ggggqn%(g

contact the Citrus Cou
tension Service at 726-

Ay



ay, March 20, 1990

EDITOR'S NOTE: s week's
column is written by Kathy

Meuller.
The diverse flora of Florida is

unique in that it includes species
found only in Florida, plus

‘extensions of northern and

sou1them species that reach their

because of the favorable climate.
There are more than 500 toxic
and irritant plants, native and
introduced,growing in Florida.
Children are most frequently

poisoned by toxic plant
materials, - Parents . should
emphasi he risks 0 eatmiL

touching upknown leaves, nuts

and berr1e9 With thelincreased
interest in the use ¢f natural
plants and weeds for| food and

of the .
produced drugs
products.

mclude _ mamyl Wés Ero ey

To reduce the prob ihgy,gf
accidental poisoning, learn to
identify plants yourself and’ be
cautious in handling unknown
pl nts There are plant
identification courses. and various
agencies to assist you, such as
your county agricultural agent.
Wild plants should not be used
in cooking and medicines if they
are not known with certainty to
be non-poisonous. Harmless

plants are sometimes not easily
‘distinguishable frorh similar
us species. ‘

z xample of a plant with
ally fatal toxins ipﬂtpaﬁts
| is the rosary pea. The
black-spotted red seeds are
attractive to children who eat
them or string them into
necklaces. The poison may be
absorbed through a cut in the
skin when being handled. The
melaleuca, or cajeput tree, has
flowers and foliage that emit an
aromauc substance which causes
respiratory difficulties. Some
persod‘s may suffer a rash f
conta
ior

& M

people know of the i
of oleander and of the
ef
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it is notmmonly
inhaling smoke when

either of these plants‘are being
burnéd ‘has caused serious
ning. (Passing through

with bare arm$ and 1

result in . severe
ol Using oleander ste

to roast food has resulted in

deaths. Even our common
potato, tomato, and ant are
members of the solanum or
nightshade family. The fruits of
these plants are safe and
nutritious, but the leaves, istems
and roots have caused poisoning
in humans and animals.

If you suspect a case of plant
poisoning, call your doctor or

mmn Control Center of
S@ut.,m hospital imme: e!y
Take a sample of the plant to the

place of treatment so.that it may
be identified and the proper
treatment given. Try to take the
entire plant, inclluding leaves,
stems, roots and flowers or fruits,
If the toxic plant is too large, asa
tree or shrub, take a
with leaves, flowers )
Note if the plant appears’toiBe
,or wild. It’s better to
) large specimen than

have . ,g
ient for the purpose.

one



A STEP BEYOND GARDENING
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Cultivate a different type of garden

Today I'm going tp dlgress
from our usual line of thought
and talk about a DIFFERENT
GARDEN.

Everyone has a garden to
tend if you consider your mind
as a kind of garden. All gardcn-
ers know that the soil knows

how to a seed and make a
plant from it. If you plant a to-
mato , you will harvest a

tomato, not a turnip or a pota-
to. But you ever stopped
the soil doesn’t

the quality of the soil. The
same is of an idea. thaed
in the of

|
ixty ‘
urpin
ith our
hrough

ge B3. | |

days
shared

ple, the results of the same
idea will differ greatly.

"We plant ideas just as we
plant seeds in a garden. The
law of cause and effect, like
soil, does not differentiate be-
tween positive or negative
ideas. It takes what we give it
and reproduces in kind. This
law, too is impersonable.

"One of the nice things about
gardening is that if we do not
like what we see growing, we

can remove it. We can do the
same thing wi.ﬁ our mind.
Should we find ourselves in a

after
these
community,

However,

Mona
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to it will not help. Instead we
need to remove unwanted
thought patterns and replace
them with new ideas of whole-
ness and harmony. We take
charge of our lives by first tak-
ing charge of our thoughts.
What we plant is what we get!"

These thoughts were
brought to my attention by
Norma A. Hawkins a student of
philosophy. I believe her ob-
servances are worth our con-
sideration. Do you agree? As
gardeners, we all know that
our gardens look better and
grow better after we destroy

.theweeds

Belle
thoughts

she passed
the Last Garden Gate at

the Floral

arden Club continues the Lake

ife
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column that she initiated.



